n 
- >< lated THO nes 
44 4 — N - - 
* bo * G 


boy. 4 Censter knen "OF Lan- Shgs l 1, 
: Vece wirs 1 rel Aly 


«64 
8 
* 


—— — 
— 


42 * ; 2 J 
| * e #- — - . 
Woes 
NOVI, 44%. 


"CO 4 4. — 


6 


—— — — 


— DB 


' , 
* 
2 


4 


6 Fr 2 0 4 a 
eee DT 


„ 9 "A's „ of bad „ "Wo 
| C7 — , a % © 4+ 44% v4.4 * 24 Whew +4 
i # * : 4 - 1 * 
* 12 . * 7 9 P 4 + I; - ; b 
s + * 5 i 41 Va , - 282 * 2 & 2212 * 90 * — * * 
N . 4 N ** 


* 


4 7 r- 2 2 - 4 f | 1 . * is 5 
r obs hed 7 
* R 4 2 4 0 "4 r * * . * 44 5 , 1 4 . * * 
3 6 . * * 0 * N * 7 , * 2 . 
* j | <1 - 1 ** £ N 4 * 
— , $6 * f , AI». 
l . N 1 — 
b 4 1 . 4 p 1% W 
Sx A * 1 9 - * * a. * v 4 „ .* «* 
vo q — ' " 6 — L 8 : * . 4 —_ : * N 
5 Nr 5 N p, 23 | 
b © a | A f BC , . > * 
. . v f . » 1 iy , 22 N þ 1 4s 
. | 17 + ' ; . © 
— . "x * . 4 ö . 21 1 . 
% * 1 1 9 4 Wy N 1 15 * 4a f 
”* 4 au „ 9 *a#" op +;* i TTY a „ #s oY * . * 
* wall , + +4 1 : 2 f * ; 
SR Poms br” "ax wr) tian ys ee 
" . * 9 
. a 1 2 . * d , 
4 a 
_ \ l 
3 F * a \ 
; . , r 
2 | >. L 
= * * 4 * * 
> * 1 
: 
ati; 1 _” i . ” ' by , 
$44. ew * ö 
Fl a $ 
be 4 3, 4 7 * * . . 
> : / & 


* « 
&? 4 i 
- , — . — — ©» * x 6 » FI. « a . — l 
* r *. - 8 4 4 9 * * * % $ ; % * * 
4 - * o 
6 ** 1. * * 1 2 5 : 7 ö 
". « F 
„„ 
* * — - - - - zum, 7 1 iw% w A 1 x D 
we "> x : 3 : 
** £ 7 c 5 
a 8 es „ \ : 
* . n. | * 1 F 4 
o J . N * : * 
by ih 8 
1 * | * 4 
1 7 * * 
* . % : '*: 
N 1 . 
WW * 
- bu 9 
1 if "* -4 {* 
f * # #7 
”t; " : 2 * 
99 A " | , 8 , * N 
— Gnoigt ces rhe pee 


| | g - 
9 RED TY Nen * 
* 4 17 * N ? p * 2 * - y 7 
9x CY 2 + IEW.© —_— — CY 8 & 
q ** 5 N 1 8 * — 1 * 


4 
& * | — * „ Fa ©, @ 1 "Y * ep - by 5 =. 4 1 
* TT * 1 
ov 7 2 a F 5 * , 1 2 
* . . 
4 Sree — . nn 0 yore : 
9 eee to ter ens. rn Jt 5 — S 


* 


0 
* 
* 
{ 
— 
* 
—_ 
. 
© 
. 


4 
= 
* 
9 * 
8 
1 
*>+ 
6 
2 
i 
- £5 
> ths 
— 
wi 
LL» 
Cd 
*2 
A 
% 7 
36 
> 
7 
. 
2 
* 
£4 
9 
322 
12 
6 
\ 
8 
. 
1 
F 
. 
* * 
"i 
* 


Y 
y 
* 
+ 
| 
F 
” 


4 
LY 
* 


2 2 ů— 


err 9 9 „ wraronros- 


777 74 7 


eee 


e eee . Ve th 24 


w 
* 
Lol 
- 
G 
* | 
» - - 
= = - x * 
= : . 
= * 6] 4 = - - 
— e ⁰ . — m! —˙ A. - 


uy wwe Pw mr we ĩèF?KK«K«x«KK „ ˖» SO p.. n — 


. * 47 8 4 911 * 9 * . 1 0 957 wy 
C.+.68 "3 4 * X 474% IX n $124 Ja g 
* ' * 1 a; 1 % + 1 4; - * Fenn: "$5 3.24 „ 18 
' \ as » © » 9 » 18 : i 324 l +! ” | 
* , . "*,; 7 F 
0 1 
1 
Ne =; Mat rig? 8055 1 0 » A 
5 $11. 1 211 WO! it oth 
» I . 
tv Wo Yb, 312-48 OFT 
1 y F , , Y Vi * 1 2 
N N * SOLIDS tis "PE o 8 
[ 11 r 9 0 R : 
- Dr 4 SN 4 eter tf” FITS | 
, N . 5 8 
) OR YOUtet? . A bY 7 hole 
a * 34 
eg wil 0 9 * * 48834 
* - 
2 ATT et 
Yo Man cap come g, — 5 5 Pie % 
7 3 5 7 3 74 417 Ot 
f . & * * us = Re NK. 5 2 * "23 : a + ' 
4 . Ti - * "; "ih. 5 | 4 ; + „ A - kS ol * 
1 * ul * f , * Til ' «+ A AA. 
. 9 . ” Tz. 9 1 8 4 * * * 


in, po buht, s la 
ſhould be con 
therou 


* - nefs in 3 2 5 entire .. 
915 ndence e 4 nay 
v7 | | 2 > Solon 3 thi 

dend themſelves to che favour of Gad. by * o 
righteoaſnels they will never come unto Chriſt,'thae 
- I © they ovight have life.“ For“ the whole have no nerd 
2 10 ot the GELS) they that are lick.” And (0; 
1 e e eng inſuperable ina- 
85 as to porn 

« 


with the goſpel; they will _—_ 4 
fel their their-dependence on him, pa, 4 is ahle to 


eee eee 


Kirn 42 


EX] er £4 
$% f Not: T 3% oy 
+. # 


5 
'®. 
* 

LP 


1 pl 2 il ks 

W978 ARA 
e de pravity, blindneſs 
＋ 8 riegel nature, 


In theit 1 
and dead 


; "has ani! their der Aab the goſpel, as 
well as to obtain falvation = the Lell of the law, 476 
e ſacred. ſcriptutęs. 


Bur then, there is a difficulty, in the minds of many, 
r to econcile his total 8 Goners, with the 
Tuckrit ß Ine W h With che joſtice of wen!s 
being eondemne Ne for their impenitence 
and unbelief. And in ETA s ſeem as if men could 
not be to blame; for not doing impoſſibilities: Nor 
--  HÞould: we in. other caſes, think there was much kindneſs 
. "or {incerity, in offering a favour on, condiyions” that were 

| Known tp be impracticable. ONE! 

Turxx is ſgacce a on I believe rbat has ever tho't 

much about religion, but what has, at ane time.'or d- 
tes, felt himſelt pinehed with this difficulty. An" jv | 
. won't to have a moſt per nicibus influence upon the minds 
of ſinners in general; but more eſpecially, when they 
come to — under awakenings, and begin to enquire, 

* What theg u do to be ſaved,” According to what 
theyrheat in ſermons; yea and according to what they read 
im æbeir bibles, they are greatly arts loss to ſee, how the 
waza vf iche Lord æan be equal. The cargal mind,“ they 
we teld, not ſubject tu the law of God, nei 

ehen indeed tan he.“ And that, ô they that ate in the 

 -fieſh cannot pleaſe God hu They are therefore ander a 

eckſſicy of Tioningy yea, of doing nothing elſe but ſin- 
And yet, „ every trauſgreſſion and: diſobedience,” is to 

"receive a rhoſt Urtadful 55 recbdmpente of reward,“ the 

wat Gad being “ revealed: from heaven, againſt all. 
5 unpotlineſs 'antoung eſs of men.“ And no 
relics, nv dell erence from wrath, is to be hoped for 
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ple's minds, it ſeems impoſſible they ſnould, in their con. 


gemas chem. Or that they ſhould: underſtand, either the 


joſtice ot the divine law, or the grace of the golpel. It 


is therefore certainly kighly neceſſary, that 2 8. the ſcrip- 
ture ſays upon this ſubject, ſhould be ſer in à conſiſtent 


light, ſo as to commend igſelf one man 8 eee 


chechcht of God. 
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tempted. Some account for Gocks ſuſpending our ſalva-⸗ : 
tion upon impoſſible conditions, and condemning. men, 


for not doing what it is not in theit power to do, by ab-, 


ſerving, that we loſ}- our power by. the fall. Our preſent 1 
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for his maſter, {till to tecquire him to go out into the f 
every day, and do as much work as if he was well ? And 
is ce to blame, in not obeying ſuch commands f 
Does he daily commſt yew fin, m not working. when 
perhaps he now wiſhes with all his heart he was able te 
bu 30 it bot bp fot Arongth wavgh to go 4 ſkep, ſee 
weight | 
Ir 49 1 think; be granted, we do generally erde, | 


I à man's preſent duty cannot exceed his preſent ſtrength, | 


Even. fer his itrength bave been impated by what means. 
it will. We never hear even a govd man, pretend to re- 
pent bf blame himſeif, that he es not ſeen the light of 
the ſun all day, and reſolve not to be guilty of the” ſame. 
fin to-morrow, when he has been ſtone blind for twenty 
years, 1 (hall not ther ore, -vhdertake the defence of 


one was ever ly: convinced of the fin of unbelief in 
this iy. However well meant it might probably be, 
calculated to 
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8 1 r kow we enn n divine dalle, er uch 
caſt the blame of the ſinners pergirigq,0n hirſelf,: without. 

ſuppoſing ſuch a univerſal: ſuſhiciency f grace, ag this. cy 
Now if chis can be made out to be really the N chat 
allate actually and in every view; enabled to do has 


| - biags which are connected with eternal te there. Ag 


ba no diſſiculty, | , apprehend, with. * one, to fee. 
the ways ef the Lord are equal. For according tg 


this, there ſeging'to be no geſpect of perſons: with God, 


_exbn ia the. diſtribution of 155 freeſt favourt, "oy! more. 
_ than in his judicial proceedugs. The difference berweeg, 
Him that is ſaved, and him that periſheth, not originating 


ftom any in equllity in the beſtou ment ot divine grace ; 


hut ſolely. from the beiter improvement ↄne ſinner makes, 
of the fame grace, than another does. Hete they che 
way is cleat on the. ſide of natural notions, Alo 
common ſenſe. ige Bonn 20g 2a 

Bux, I am afraidyife will be as bend, to reconcile ths, 


| 13 way of ſolying matters, with ihe ſcriptures, and with,, the, 


truth of fad, as. it;is, the former one, with reaſon. . 55 
tainly, the ſcriptures ſeemii to ſpeak a language quite dit. 
ferent from this, In them we are taught, F 


L 9 5 od that maketh one man to differ from an other, for 


the better, and not he himſelf...) Thar, it is, not o bim 
q that willeth, nor of him that; runneth, but of God 
that, ſhewith mercy.“ and that hg; ha ee n 
whom: he-will bave mercy. and whom, he will he hatd . 
eth, And in our text, our Saviour er the n 


mutig and. oppoſition, of the unbeleixing je ws, by | mal = 


ing this obſervation to his. diſciples upon it; no, man 
ca come ta me, exce the father which bei ent me 
draw, bim.“ By tel he (evi denn, TRE kB an 


chat the conduct o f bis oppeſers, conſider 21 what, human 
natare wass Wag ndr to bewondered at. That 
3 See than all: ther men ee af, Jef W p they ee 


they acted 
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Ence upon their minds, which was not granted to thoſe - 4 


murmurers and oppo poſers J had they not been effectuall 
drawn, by him in whoſe hand are the hearts of men, and 
who turneth them as the rivers of water are rurned, -WE 
are plaiuly taught if this text: talen in the connection iti 
which it 
that men do nor firſt diſtin uiſh chemſelves,by hearkenin 
td the calls of the goſpel; but that it is God thät makes 
one to diffet ftom̃ another, i ik this reſpekt, by His ſovereigũ 
* diſtinguiſhing grack. The pe; doctrine, t 
fore, that ſhall 7 upon from the words is this; . 
That none ore able to comply with the goſpel, butthoſ& 
rho ar? tlie ſupjects of the ſpecial and effe2Zug! grace of _ 
od ; er thoſe 10 Are made willing, and actually ds 
tomply with ſt. 
"WrkrT I have in view; in che following Gtoe +18 506 
only to confirm this doctrine ; but to endeavour to ſet it 
in ſuck a li ght, as to obviate the formentioned == 's 


of vations being offered on impoflible conditions, an 
men's n fe way + maed for not doing, that which the 
are incapable And after what has been faid, I thin 
here is nd way 9 0 attempting to clear up this: myſtery, M2 


fr, bur by ſhewing that there are two effentially differ- 


ent ſenſes; in which men are ſaid to be incapable of doin 
things : or, By having recourſe to the diſtinction of natu- - 


ral and moral inabliy Accordingly, the merh6d I pro-. * . 
©, is, ; 


| 1 As clearly as I can, to ſtite and mare this dif 


tinction. 27 
it To ſhow, that inen certainly labour under one, or 
tte other, of theſe kinds of inability te comply Sik 


the goſpel; until they are made the fudheets of efifec-, 
tual divine grace. 
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gnmatily, no other incapacity in ſi 
but only, of the moral kind. | | 
I. Taxx, it is to be obſerved, for the clearing up if 
this ſubject, that there are two very different kinds of in- 
ability: ſo different, that the, one however great does not i 
Y. Hefſen moral obligation in the leaſt ; whereas the other, as W! 
4 far as ĩt goes, takes away obligation, and all deſert of blame 
and puniſhment intirely, WH | 
Trzxsx two kinds 6 2} PSI J hinted, have com- If 
monly been diſtinguiſhed, by calling one a natural, the Id 
1 
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The Diflintlion of natural and moral inability, © * 


mers, in this matter, 


other a moral inability. Which diſtinction may be brief. 

ly ſtated thus. Moral inability conſiſts only in the want 

of a heart, or diſpoſition, or will, to do a thing. Natu- 

ral inability on the other hand, conſiſts in, or ariſes from, 
wuoant of underſtanding, bodily ſtrength, opportunity; or, . 
wobatever may prevent, our doing a thing, when we are! 
| willing, and ſtrongly enough diſpoſed and inclin'd to do MW" 
it. Or, in fewer words, thus: whatever a man could not MW” 
do, if be would, he is under a natural inability of doing f 
but when all the reaſon one can't do a thing, is becauſe he II 
has not @ mind to, the inability is only ef a_moral nature, W* 
Tunis diſtinction takes place, equally with regard to evil MW" 
actions, and good ones. Thus, Jor inſtance, the divine F 
being cannot. do evil z not becauſe he wants opportunity, F 
or underſtanding, or ſtrength, to do, with infinite eaſe, a 
whatever he pleaſes ; but only becauſe he is not, and it's MP 

impoſſible: he ſhould be, inclined to do iniquity. He is 
ſo infinitely & immutably holy, wiſe, juſt, and good; that * 
it is not poſſible he ſhould ever pleaſe to act otherways, MW" 
than in the moſt holy, righteous, and beſt manner. Hence, ſt 
though we read that, with God all things are poſſible,” ſ 
and that he can do every thing; yet alſewhere we are W* 
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told, © he cannot deny bimſel f; and that it is impoſſible, I. 
8 7. ie | 

On the other hand, ſatan is incapable of doing right, el 
or of behaving virtuouſly, in the leaſt inſtance or degree. 
Nut not becauſe he wants natural abilities; for * 
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the doing a mean thing. Not that we. think it is above their - |} 
ef. WM natural capacity ; but it is beneath them; they abhor, or 
ant Wl they would ſcorn to do it. Others are incapable of ſe⸗ 


truly vittuous. His being incapable of 
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ſuch an infernal diſpoſition. 


e of ahy thing: dur 
infernal wickedneſs, is altogether owing to his being f 
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AnD it is not uncommon, to ou of incapacity in man- 
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kind, both as to doing good an 
fold ſignification. Some perfons we 


veral ſorts of villany, not, through any want of good will 


enough that way. They only want a convenient oppor- 
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runity, or ſufficient ingenuity.—And juſt fo it is in regard 


to doing good. Some have it not in the power of their 
hands; others have no heart to it. One is of A truly gene - 


rous ſpirit, and nothing but his own poverty, keeps him 


1 this two- 
ay are incapable of 


4 


** 


from being what Job was, a father to the poor, the father 


| | | 
4 leſs and him that has none to help him. Another is rich, 
ire, and might be a great benefactor and bleſſing” to al! a- 
vil round him; but he has no heart to deviſe liberal things. 
ine He can't be free and open handed; itisn'tin him to be ſo. 
ty, He is dea to the cries of the poor, blind to their wants, & 
iſe, Nad to all the generous feelings of humanity and com- 
it's MW paſſion. | | 


Son x are ſo feeble and infirm; that they can do ſcarce 
any bodily labour; though they are extremely free and 


willing to lay themſelves out to the utmoſt that their 


VS, 8 
* ſtrength will bear, and often go beyond it. Others are 
e,” ſtryng and healthy enough, and might get a goods living, . 
are Nand be uſeful members of fociety ; but ſuch is their in- 
le, vincible lazineſs, that their hands refufe to labour, and 
they can hardly ger them out ef their boſoms. Some are 
ht, effectually kept from ſhining, or being very uſefyh; in a- 
"ee. Iny public ſphere in church of ſtate, through the wenk nes 
- Pof.their heads : others, as effectually, by the badneſs. of 


heir hearts. Some are incapable of being taught by tea- 
on of mere natural dulneſs: others only becauſe they are 


_— — 


* 


, ee Dilinnig of navgral gps nerei ht 
r n 
plind for want of eyes; but it is an old proverb, thaß 
e pore blind, than thoſe who won't ſee. © 
- . Trssx examples, are ſufficient to iNyftrate the diſtine- 
tion Iam inſiſting on, and to makę it evide t, that by 


K : 


| - qucqpaple, we often. mean ſomething very differept from 


want of .natural capacity. We may alſo perceive fro 
. theſe inſtances, ene is a real neceſſity for uf ſuch 
wards. as, unable, ingapable, can't, &c. in this diyerlity o 
' ſignificatiog, in which we ſee they are uſed, in common 
ſpeech, as well as ip the ſcriptures. For wheneyer any 
thing, whether in ourſelyes or without us, is really ab- 
ſolucely inconſiſtent with our doing s thing, we have no 
Way fully and ſtroggly enough ro expreſs that inconſiſ- 
tence, but by ſaying we are unab/e, we cannot, it is im- 
paſſible; or plipg ſome word of like import. Apd no 
It is certain that want of 4 heart, or inclination io do a 
thing, pay be, and is, as ipconſiſtent with opr doing it, ay 
any thing elſe could be, . Covetuoyſnels is as inconſiſtent, 
with liberality as poverty, js, and may ay effeually hig- 
der a man from doping deeds of charity. Indolence is ag 
inconſificarwich induſtry, as bodily weakneſs and infir; 
mity is. The wang of an upright heart and a-pyblic ſpi- 
rit, is as inconſiſtent with the character of a good ruler, as 
the want of wiſdom and underſtanding, - And the wang 
of all principles of virtue, muſt be as inconſiſtent with 
Acting virtpouſly, as even the want of thoſe intellectual fa- 
culties, which are neceſſary to moral agency, Apd ſo 
- the other hand, as tq doing eyil things, There is no pol- 
{bijity, of doing them, that is, knowingly, defgnedly, and 
as moral agents, without an evil diſpol tion, Our. fre 
and moral actions, are, and muſt be, as invariably guide 
jad diftared by our oa e are liqpited an 
y our natural power, I nat. 13, Every ONet 
& bis WPF or of and | #384 atherways he aca; 1 
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impeſitle for } | 


in an | 5 
therefore than the ſcripture is, in this matter, would be 
to he-yng 0 


81 
} 88 
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E is of he laſt importance, in my ap 
alſo hond 4, and manife 
1& conſcience. N. r 

Ji | Bxcavss a-man muſt act according 
els F- e pleaſes; doen ghin deftroy his free 
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e, Diftintlion of natural and moral Inability, . 
F ur an n 7 "61 7 22 
thing js which all free agency conſiſts.— The pulſe c 


bet ; and the limbs can move, in ſome bodily diſprders, 
et when one that is ſtronger than we takes hold of them 


hey 


n and actions as theirs, more heartily than he does. Such 
 - Inyoluntary actions, every one ſees a man 18 not, & ought 
nat to be, accountable for. And the reaſon is, no bad 
| . inclination of ours, or want of a good one, is neceſſary in 

order to them. They are ſo free, as to be independant of 
ut, and out of our power. If all our actions were like 
. theſe; noways neceſſarily connected with our diſpoſition, 


whether we will or no, But God does not confider us a 


bt accountable, for ſuch actions as theſe. - And we ſhould, * 


not without reaſon, think it very hard, ſhould he blame or 


pumiſh us for them. For an honeſt and good man's pulſe 


my beat, as irregularly as the worſt villain's in the world, 
Or his hands, in a convulſion, may ſtrike thoſe around him 


in ſpite of all he can do to hold them ſtill. Or one may be . 


carried by force, along with a gang of thieves, and be 
taken for one of them, though no man hates ſuch compa- 


and choice, and temper of mind; we could not be ac- 
countable creatures, or the ſubjects of moral government. 
If a good tree, could bring forth evil fruit, and a corrupt. 


5 tree good fruit: if a good man, out of the good treaſure | 
| pf his heart, could bring forth evil things; and an evil 


man our of the evil treaſure, good things; the tree could 
never be known by its fruit. It could never be known. 


by a man's actions, any thing what his heart was. 80 


that, if they were dealt with according to their works, 


the moſt upright and well diſpoſed, would be as liable 


to he puniſhed ; and the moſt ill-natured and ill-diſpoſed, 


* 


3 as like y to be rewarded, as the contrary. | Whence all 


7 
1 1 * 


moral government miiſt be at an end. 


CexTainLy, if we are juſtly accountable, rewardable 
or puniſhable, for . 3 if any actions are, or can 


our 


outlelyes, and which can? take place without c own 
conſent, An inability, cherefete, to act otherways than 
_- 1-8 _ agreeably 
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* ae bly to dur minds, is only an inability to act other- | 
ways 3 as fret agents. And that ene + 
that which is againſt bis choice and his very. nature, . ate 


riſes from the temper and choiee af the agent 


ſo far from coming to the ſame thing at laſt, that they are 
directly contrary one to the other, as to all the Pp rpoſes 
of morality : freedom; accountableneſs, and = of 
praiſe, or blame, reward or puniſnm ent. 


Axy this is agreable to the ſenſe of all mankind” in - 


all common cafes. . A man's heart being fully ſet in him 


to do evil, does not render his evil actions the leſs cri- 


minal, in the judgment of common ſenſe, but the more 
ſo : Nor does the ſtrength of a virtuous diſpoſition, ren- 
der a good action the 4%, but the more amiable, and 


worthy of praiſe; Does any one look upon the Divine 1 


Being, as leſs excellent and glorious, for being ſo infinite- 
ly and unchangeably holy in his nature, that he canno 


de tempted with evil,” or act otherwiſe, than in e 


moſt holy and perfect manner? Does any one logk * 
the devil, as leſs ſinful and to blame, becauſe he s of ſuch 
a deviliſh diſpoſition, fo full of cauſeleſs ſpite and malice, 
againſt God and man, as to be incapable of any ching, 
but the moſt horrid wickedneſs ? | 
kind : Who is there that does not make a difference, be-, 


tween him that is incapable of a baſe action, only by rea- 
ſon of the virtuouſneſs of his temper, having all the na- 
tural talents, requiſite for-the moſt conſummate villany 3 


and him that is incapable of being the worft of villains, 
for no other reaſon, than only becauſe he don't know how? 


Does any one think, that only the want of a will to work, 
excuſes 4 man from it juſt as much as bodily infirmity, ." 
does? Or, do we any of us, ever imagine, that the coves, 


tous miſer, who with all his uſeleſs hoards, has no heat 


to give a penny to the poor, is for that reaſon, equally 


£ 
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give ? 
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And as to man- 
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exculable from tdeeds of charity, as he who has nothing to 
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i of natufal abilities to de 
_ ! Eufegtall, but rathéf as that in Which all wickedneſs radi- 
Ss. 4 fool: But * to him that Knoweth to do good, an, Her: 

it not ; to him jt is fin,” in the fenſe of all fnankind, 
m well as in God's: 


may have all the otitward means, and all the natural facul⸗ 


of the goſpel; and yet, through the evil temper of thei 


children of the devil, and enemies of all righteouſneſs,” 
Let. They muy have 2 fuctianievil | 
* They may habe f wt of tn. 


16 Fe Diane of nanabat ef fbifig , 
goo, and the want of & heart} 
looking upen the one. as 4 Food excuſe, the other as % e- 


4 


. cally conſilts. A natural fool, no one blames; for acting li 


=” 


$ account; © If there be firſt a #ilhn 


. mind,” we always ſuppoſe it ought to be © 1 N 
& that he hath fot,” But the Want of 4 wñülin -- A © 
e not being a mitid to do well, is bniverfally conſidered 


be According to that à man hath, and not accord 


. A$a crime, and not 4s an excuſe. Nothing is trrore fas 


 Hillar to vs, than to diſtinguiſtt in his manner. Nöf 


cat my man of common ſenſe; kelp judging thus, 


Now, this diſtinction is as appſicable to the caſe e, 


Al tit is to any othet caſe. Some thay be bnable to comply wi 


the goſpel, through the want of thoſe powers of thind, of 
thoſe bodily organs, of thoſe means of gfat, withotit which 
it is 1 to underſtand the character of Chrift, br th 
way of ſal vation, let their hearts be ever ſo good. In tithe? 
of which caſes, the inability is of the natural kind. Others; 


ties, which' are neceffary in'order t6 4 tight are of the 


minds, they may be wholly averſe to it, and _ blind 
to the glory of it. They may be diſpoſed, to mak light 
of all. its propoſals and ifvitations,” and to creat Every 


- tt ot. of I Oo ER 


: thing relating to religion and another world, With the 1 


utmoſt neglect and indifference. Or i tfieir fears of | 


| 5 * the Wrath to come,“ are by any means awakened, and 1 
they are made with mubh ſolicitude, to Enquire “ what R 


) wn j 
E 


« they ſhall do to be ſaved ;* ſtill, they thy be utterly dif-" be 
igelined to ſubmit to the righteoufneſs, of the grate of th 
God, as revealed in the Gbſpel.. They may be ſtill, ſuch" 


< asto be irreconcilably averſe to all the right wa ou the 
un- 


_-» 
"x + To, % -” * 


* Eridnly a lag of. — — u 
l. belief, to depart from the living Sed, i uber 
y inconſiſtent with conſentin 2 5 

© « believing to the ſaving-of: the ſaul. Now, when 
ern 2 is under, it ogly, 852 


8 
e 
F ot a moral dature. Ae on now te the | 
11 II. Hzap, viz, To ſhow that all who: are not the ſubs | 
; 
4 
2 
t 


s of this ſpecial and effectual grate of God, muſt 
— be unable; in one or the ther of theſe ſenſes; on 
to come to Chriſt, or comply with the goſpel. 
Tnosz, many of them at leaſt, who diſlike the diss 
tion now explained, and ſome who ſeem, in 4 ſort to 
admit itʒ fuppoſe all men have, and muſt, have; every; 
3 kind of ability to do their duty, and to obtain ſalvati- 
4 on. But; I apprehend; it will be very eaſy to make a ppeary, 
5 re this certainly is not the caſe; - A variety of rip ; 
{ Ml #rguctients, and 4 multjtude of texts, might be ad faced. | 
5 here, were they needed. But that all have hot; db the» © 
forementionetl kinds of ability to 22 with . the 
goſpel; either of themſelves; 8 by the help of com- 
mon grace, is a8 evident as any thing needs io be? 
meerly: from the fact, that many do not do it, hut actualli ß 
live and die id impenitence and unbelief. By, common” + 
grace is meant; that, giace which is given to ſinners in 
general; thoſe that are not ſaved, as well as thoſe that are. 
They who believe) all, are in every ſenſe; able td work! 
out theit own ſalvation, through the goſpel, would not / 
be thought to fruſtrate the grace of God, |. They do nor! 
ſuppoſe. linners are able to do this sf themſelves, but that 
— —__ ani ſome. I 2 God in them 
oth xo will: tw do, is really neceſfary in caſe 
— then they ſuppoſe, all this needed grace, pls Abs - "= 
be, is given to ſinners without exception ; and hereby: - 
they account for God's commanding all men ee "| 
to repent and Enn the Mi 6 I grant, indeed, 
ſays on e's A that by renn g. 
% a J 


— — A 
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. aAnce bf the condition; without ne grace from God. 
But I fay:then;” that he gives ſuch grace to all of us, 
dy whiel the. performance of the condition is truly 

-+/ poſſible, and upon this groutßd be doth and may mot 

e righteouſly require it.“ Here hy the wayy it is wor- 
thy of particular remark, hat notions are; obliged 
t entertain ofdtwine grace, in order not to reflect upon 
the divine juſtice To require perfect holineſs of creatures 
ſo enfeebled and depraved as we are, they:uppoſe would 
beevidenrly one of the moſt! anraaſenable things in the 
world. Fherefore God has been graciouſly pleaſed to ſend 

his Son to obey' and die in our room, that we might not 
be undder the law but under grace.“ But then the 
cosenant of grace, is not mild and gracious enough to be 
quite ſtrictly juſt "becauſe by reaſon of original fin, we 
rly-diſable@ for the performance of the condition 
upbn which ſalvatiom is ſuſpended ſtill- Lo remedy. the 
unreaſopablebeſs of this, new grace from God is required. 
Accordingly he gweth morꝰ grace.“ He gives ſuch 


condition, is truly poſſible; and upon this ground he 
. : 


graee to all of us, whereby the performance” of the 
n doth and may moſt righteouſly require it “ Thus, not 
only che obedienee and death of Chrift, but lkewiſe all 
the grace of the Holy Ghoſt which is neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, is found no more than barely ſufficient: to ſereen the 
ways of God to men, fromthe juſt imputation of unrea- 
ſonabſeneſs, and unrighteouſneſs. It is certainly difficult 
to coneeive, how any man who really views things in 
this night, however much he may talk of free grace, can 
ever feel himſelf any more obliged. and indebted to God, 

thaß ff he had*Obly dealt with us in a righteous manner 
For fit te laſt; never requiring more of us than we 
vere uble to Us; and ſo no oecaſſion or room had been - 
4 ven for any gtäer in the affair.) Nad yet this view of the 
matter, is teally as friendly to the grate of Sud 48 any 
oe able one Which procectli7 ipon'theprintiple,. that 
— INT nothing 
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nothiri more can- be Juſt required, of os than 


* "or 


| oy different reſpect, if 


to Chat i 


b the goſpel. 


Nerd 


1 (thoſe why ae. not N 


ve bare 


nan, 


as well as natura er to do. 
"what 1 had mote eſpecially in view end was — 
enquire how it comes to pal thar any an fat do not em- 
brace the goſpel, N Face is 3 every one 
which is fufficient; in all x 17 — to Sikh him to do iti 
It we Wat the faculties of dy or mind, or the oppor- 
tunity and means, which are neceſſary if order to Glan 
the knowledge of the truth,” thoſe "difficulties. muſt” be 
retnoved And if ve Wart, a heart to tiles pains to/kriow - 
the trath , or to love and embrace it When diſcovere 
that difficulty alſo muſt be remeved, or elſe we are 

in every ne enabled. It is fibt, in all reſpects, Fw 
poſſible that à finnet ſhould” come to Chriſt, till 7 


thing that is 3 —.— his eoming is removed out 


of the way.” It is truly that any one ſhoxil@ 


cordially embrace as op el, fo long as he has not wen 


dwould be impolible in à Ve 
e had not external light, or natu⸗ 
powers Tufffcient. © And now, if God gave that grace 
15 a of us, Whereby we were enabled in both theſe ſenſes, 
to comply with 45 ſpel, the infallible conſequence 


an dea in him; thou 


muſt be, that we ſhould all of us actually do it. Te 


that a man has both natural and moral "ability to de 4 


thing, js the fame as to fay that nothing in nature is Want- - 


ing in order to his doing of it but only his own good Will, 


nor that niither. Or; that he hoth could do it if he would, | 


and is ſuliciently willing to. And whenever this hap- 
pens to be the cafe, I believe it is not very likely,” the. 
thing a” after all, not be done. It in the | inſtance be- 
fofe us, ij really thus; ; if finners not only could come 

they would, but they, have - likewiſe all that 
willin 1 50 of mind, which is neceſſary . in order to their 
"Et coming, what in the univerſe can everbe aſſign- 


9” 
* * - n 
w - 


4 


ea, 6 (he reaſon why. in fact they do not? This myſt = 


Kredit de 1 event, abſolutely without any cauſe.” 


e Nah iv, when Po 1 themſelves "Upon 


2 


wy 4 ti 
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go Certainly an Inability of one Kind or the other, © 
this ſubject, and inſiſt we are not accountable, and cant 
be blamed, any-further than we baye a moral as, well ax, 
natural power to do otherways than we do, what their 
. minds. rug upon, is only zatura/ power after all. They 
may ſay they know what we mean by moral power, viz, 
that diſpoſition to do a thing which is neceſſary in order 
to our doing it: and they mean bs ſame. But however, 
hen they get into the diſpute, they get Ws and 
| loſe ſight of the diſtinction. They don't ſuppaſe an im- 
| penitent ſinner, going on ſtill in Here „haz 327%; 
fo Aua diſpolition, and a ſufficiently. ſtrang-one,. to 
hearken to, and abey the goſpel. Hut ſomething like 
this ſeems to be jn the bottom of their minds, viz, that 
he muſt be able to be diſpoſed ; er be malt have ſoch 4 
diſpoſjton as would be ſufficient, if by was dilpoſed tq . 
make a good uſe of it. New this js only to uſe the word 
ai peſtion improperly, & to concgive of it as a mere naty- 
ral power; a price in our hands, whicb' may be pled well 
or ill, and which will turn to our benefit or gondemnati: 
on, accordingly as we are diſpoſed to improve it. The 
diſpoſition they think of, is got in che leaſt degree vir- 
tuous, nor any ways neceſſariſy connected with yirtuoug 
conduct. Bur ic may lie ſtill, or go wrong, and will dd 
ſoo, unleſs a man is diſpos d and exerts himſelf, ih mak 
t act and keep it right. The ſinner is not helped out o 
his dificulties in the leaſt, by having ſpch a diſpolitiqg 
as this. Vea, ſhould we go further, and ſay, the impe- 
nitent ſinner might have a heart to embrace the goſpel, 
if. he would take proper pains in order to it and he 2 | 
' do this, if he was ſo diſpoſed z and he might be ſo dif. 
poſed if he would try; and he could try if he had a png 
to. Laps We after all, he bas not amind to tos to be diſ- 
d, to take any ains, to get a heart, to em- 
brace the goſpel, or to do any thing that is_good.z be in 
ſtill in as bad à ſituation as any bedy ſuppoſes him to be 
id. There is no more hope of his coming to good, ſo 
| long as this i the caſe with -hign, 10 mere poſſibility of 
eee . os it; 
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in him ſome wheye 3, and ſuch a one as wi 


in the ibs Ives b ee f , T4 ; | 


1 nor do v we ſay? an e mort in! his favours” " if we | 
bly id ave re does of the fool; +4* 5 
there Wy a price ip i hand to get wiſdom, 3 .— 


ht of thoſt who can't ſee above two or hre 
But this is all the good ir can do. TK —— ſtill'« ace 


laſting, ruin, unleſs removed by ſuch graces he wy 18. 
yer yer. experienced. Va. 398 
If muft forever hold true and Gehn, that: if 
go not come to Chriſt, it is either becauſe they & 
if they would, or elle dee on the whole, 
willing to. And if, in the room of coming tt 
we ſhould ſubſtitute ſome lower and prelimin 
on of * and ona it would de zun der —.— 
Suppoſe it were u means, ing an t 
. on gaged — the wed exams Jr r 
pl do not come up to this; and the reaſon certainly is, 
are Leder 9. a natural, or elſe a moral inability of Js. 
ither they cauld not feek in this manner, if 


ute not 
diti- 


ing it. 


they would, or elſe they are not inclined to, but their 


diſpoſition is to employ their time ard thoughts about 
other things. So that bringing dowir the conditions of _ 
the goſpel lower, in conſideration of the depravity of 
men ; or ſuppoſing common grace, whereby all” ard en- 
bled. to come up higher than they could of thefniſelves; 
removes no difficulties, at leaſt not thoſe deſigh'd to be 
removed, unleſs the way of life is ſuppoſed to be level 
to the inclinations of all men; or that all rein mes | 
willing, and actually are ſaved. & 

Ov the whole, I think the vum. that God: n in 
juſtice require of his creatures, only what he gives them a 
moral as well as natural power to do, muſt be given up. 
Other ways we are reduced to a neceſſity — ſoppoling, al alt 
the blame, if any are loſt, muſt lie entire 1 on God, and 
dat og * And as to thoſe. * ved, 2 

have 


_ 


Hoke 


{ 


„„ 1. The moral halli of: Sinners, 


_ C7 10 1 x — 0 open ſpoken of. And 
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1 "T RN is not ſo much noed of labouring to confirm hah. 


28 Mete the truth of this. If 


portance of it. 


wa compliance with the, goſpel, is different in different 


have ae to ſay in his praiſe, but. only . Re he hay 
ely Juſt ca them. That having, Siren his 8 
9 d. die, to deliver. them from, his Jaw, wh 
was an infinite unrcanable one, CON creatures to 
be under z Aand-haying given his ſpirit to enable them to 
cometup td the.c ot + 137 le. terms of the 'golpel, 
he:has on the v ealt ugt uprighteoufly by 75 
If therefore we ethip 5 an way, to. yindicate th 
eee gf Gy int ion of any; br th 
_ any thing can fairly be ſaid to the praiſe, of the glory of 
1 * ſalyation of them that are ſaved, we mut 
ged.in juſlice to give all of us houk 

if we 


obtain ſalyatio n, we muſt 
they. are 1 bent theſe ſenſes, enabled: 9 ob- 
hich natal ee fa pray under . 


r ane propoſed . onfider, the moral i na- 
Zabiliey of ſinners his IO : 


that unregenerate ngers, have not ſuch an heart in them, 
as-is; neceſſary in order to a Corppliang nce- with the gol! el; 


becauſe proving the prececdin 20 bo e $a; 5 
re is certainly, 


an incapacity of the Matutal or. moral kind, as has 137 
been ſhewn.; and if there, is certainly no natural incapacity, 


as Lam to make appear under the next head; 3 then 
certainly there muſt, be 4 maral one. Beſi des, I have time 


to treat this head but very. conciſely, conlidering the im- 


Ir may be proper to be abſerved here, that the diſincli- 
nation of, ſinners;as to ſome things which are pre-requilite 


ans. Though eyen, this difference, I Juppole; i is o . 
vs. to Wiring grace, 8 e 3 being done! for, oh Jada 


well-being, it left auen to 10 bim 


{211 
thore id ſtill an utter want of an haneſt winily 


86th the Gat. 


railing inclinitionito! \perſifin-hia diſſolute i imme: 
ral practices. And there is tesſon ta canclade,,' that wenn 
of this dharacter would cves..reformas candi thas 4, 4 
be of this Character, if neee with- 
out any divineireftiaings; + 713 15 57 5F 07 whe: 144 
In ſecure and anawakened fioniers, there: is; n6-Hifpoſition 
to attend to the concern of their fouls, and-ferieuſlypome 
ſider the ſtate they, are in, or tor mala any follicitoud : on 
quiry: the way of falvation. Thop iet 
light of theſe things, and go their wa 086120 vhis 
farm, and another to his manchandiſe. ) And. ſuchy ĩs 
their attachment to t tune, and their av,B,¾ 
to attend to things of another urid that here is ho rea- 
ſon to think, any one of _ charhcter, would ever be- 
come ſerious; th e. this cactoab 


| In the awakened ſinner, though carne 


to admit a conviction of the truth: > He thatzdouli-evit | 
« hateth the light, neither cemeth he id. 'the-light, leb 
« his deeds-ſboild be reproved.” . Hr whoſe-6: inward 
% parts are verywickedoeſs,”* will always hate to e,, 

if he can poſſbly help it, never will behe ve what her, 
is. Henee awakened ſinners very often; never dun andaf 
lett to themſelves none of — ever would, knew the 
plague of their dum hearts While they thinle they er 
doing all in their power to increaſe their eonvictions 
they are all the white inwardly ſtriving with all hes 
againſt conuiction, and try ing to find ſome /phauſible 
ground to think well of themſel bes, and to * 
nghtebuſgeſs of their on. Nor will they ever be: ſenſs: 
ble how 4 deceirtul and deſperately wicked" their heurtu 
are, and how Hopeleſs their caſe is, in themſelves; till 4 
conviRlon-6f ie is toreed upon them 


oy by even inth20wWwced inner; nn 
| who it reed 1. tee iet — 


g 6 

. 

- ip 
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14 b mera Ihability F Sinwers | 
and Nes Full dominion over him, ande that he is indeed 
dend g him who has the fulleſt cotviction of every ne- 
eeſſary truth, that any unrenew'd ſinner ever hath; there 
is un, Af nothing further is done for him, no diſpoſition 
| heartily to approve of the law, or comply with the goſpel ; 


no diſpoſtioꝶ to repent truly of any of his tranſgreſſions, or 
receiyt and be dependent on Chriſt alone for pardon and 


falvation; n tzenuine deſire to be ſaved / from An, or to be 
favedifiom Wrath in. that way, in which God's juſtice can 
. be vindieated, vr his:grace exalted. But after all his con- 
victions, chere remains ſtill in his heart, a moſt fix d, inves 
terate, and unconquerable oppoſition to all theſe things. 
Nor will he ever be cordially reconciled to God, by the 
mere forte of truth in his conſcience, any more than the 
| * 1 will beat the day of judgment, or the damned ii 
hell. | - B77 of Worm tot ed row BY 
Tur no light, or conviction of the underſtanding; WM 
which the natural man is capable of receiving; can be 
fufficient'to draw, or drive, him into a true compliance 
with che l, is very evident from what is ſaid concern 
ing the 2 ty of tegeheration. When Nicodemus came 
. toChiift, 8 information about the way of life, our . 
Saviour ſoon let him know that mere inſtruction even . 
by a teacher come from God, was not all that way want- 
ed. Tea, that a man could rereive no inſfruction, about. 
tze kingdom of heaven, to any ſaving purpoſe, unleſs 
ſomething elſe was done for him firſt. See John iii. 3. 


2 — _—_ A Wk 


Jjeſus anſwered and faid unto him; verily, verily I fay 
+ unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 
„ ſes dhe kingdom of God.” And again, to explain 
the matter further, yer g. Except a min be born of 

A the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.“ W. 
The: neceſſity of ſuch a change as is meant by bring 

| 1 ot: born of the ſpitit, turns upon the truth of, If © 

man's being by nature, under a- total moral depravity. 
Accordingly, our Saytaurfitamedistely adds, *© That 

2 which as. hart of Un eee thes which ba; Wh 


: 
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* "I : Ie? | 1 | ** P * | 2. Hei * = Art | "TY 

1 comph with i t oy 

b 8. * PA 1 9 | Re? Smet; f 2 * e ws, | 
« horn of the ſpirit, is ſpirit.” That is, 'a man has ne 

thing truly ſpiritual or, holy, in him by the firſt birth; 

but every thing ot this kind, comes by the per,» 6 


ſays, Rom, vii. 18.“ I know that in me, (that is in m 
fleſn; in my nature as far as it is unrenewed, unſancti, 


good thing." And in Rom, vil. 7. he ſays, „ Tha 
* carnal mind,“ the mind we have as born of the fleſh, © 
* js enmity againſt God; for it is got ſubject to the lay 
of God, neither indeed can be.“ He adds, “ So then, 
* they that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. s 
Tuis is the reaſon we muſt be born again. . eh 
was any thing ſpiritual in us, as born of the fleſh, ters 
yould be no neceſſity of this ſecond birth, If we were nog 
dy nature dead in treſpaſſes and fins, there would be no oc 
aſion for our being quickened, by diving power and grace, 
If ſinners were inclined at all to that which is good, the 
ould not need to be created unto good works, If mag 
ad not wholly loſt the divine likenefs, there would bg 


* ouſneſs and true holineſs,” If the“ heart of, the © 
$ ſons of men” was not altogether depraved, to the 
rery bottom of it, there would be no neceſſity of the old 


men's alienation of affection from God, did not arife from oF 
nlikeneſs to him, but only from ignorance and Te 5 ' 


enſion abgut him, no change, of nature would be at 
eceſſary, Mere light in the head, mere conviction of 
he underſtanding, would then produce a cordial ręponci- 
ation, Yea, if a man has any degree of righteouſneſs. 
nd true holineſs, nothing but convictions can be want-- 
g. in order to his complying. wich che coxenant orf 
race, and entering into the Kin dom of God. He would 
o ſooner be convinced of che fig and righteouſneſy 


f God, but he wauld feel his heart drawn forth — Þ 2 
bi - 
vas 


o him, He would — conyinetd chat the 


BT | | | 0 
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the Holy. Ghoſt,  Agreably to this, the apoltle Pap 


fied, and as it was by the firſt birth) there dwelleth ng- Ga 


o need of being created again . after God, in rightes. X 


* heart's being taken away, and a new ohe given.“ Ik 1 
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was holy, juſt and good, but he would be pleaſed wit 
it, and loathe himſelf for all his tranſgreſſions of it. Hy 
would no ſooner be convinced of the unparrallel'd -zea 
which Chriſt hath ſhewn-in the cauſe of righteouſneſs, 
and how he has magnified the la's and made it honors 
ble, but he would be charmed with him, and ſee Him 1 
be * the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and altogether 
. lovely.“ He would no ſobner be convinced, of. the 
holy tendeney of all his doctrines and all his laws, but 
he would cordially embrace, and chearfully obey them, 
He would no ſooner underſtand, that his deſign was tg 
fave his people from their /ns, þut he would receive him, 
with all joy and thankfulneſs, as bir Saviout and Lord. 
Dur, if the hearts of men are totally depraved, deſti. 
tute of righteouſneſs and true holineſs entirely, the ca 
will be quite otherways. A holy God, a holy law, 4 ho 
ly Saviour, a holy goſpel, will not ſurely, then appear love. 
y in their eyes, but the contrary, Nor will a clearer un- 
derſtanding and conviction of what they really ere, excite 
complacence and ſatisfaction in them, but the greater 2. 
verſlon and dread. _ They cannot, in that caſe, be cor. 
WVially united to Chriſt, until bis character or _ tbeir*s, it 
eſfentially changed. They can not be draws to him, unleſs 
by force, and againſt their wills, till eicher Ze ceaſes to b 
what he is, or hey. are made new creatures. For “ an 
« unjuſt man is an abomination to the juſt ; and he. that 
«* is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked. 
And, what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrigh- 
* teouſneſs ? And what communion hatn light with dark- 
„ neſs? And what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ?” 
Cu a man whoſe heart is wholly corrupt, and ugho- 
| ly; chuſe the holy Jeſus for his Lord/and Saviour and 
cordially embrace the pure and holy doctrines and ho 
cepts of his goſpel ? Can one who is really and 2t 
| hearc, wholly in love with the ſervice of Satan, inliſt, 
Voith any fincerity, into the ſervice. of Chriſt, all whoſe 
fl work and byline in 9 deſtroy the works of the rf 
WW 82 enn 
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to comply with" tbe At. wy 
& vil P* Can, one who js all the while © an enemy in 
his mind to God,“ yea; whoſe © mind is enmityirſelf 
* againſt God,” be delighted with the character and ways 
of his well-beloved Son, who is ** the brightneſs of the 
„ Father's glory, and the very image of his perſon?” , 
an one who * is not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
„ indeed can be,” be fabje to the Mediator, or ſuited + 
with his conduct in being obedient even unto death, to 
ondemn {in and de honor to the divine law & Can one 
who is an enemy te all ighroggnes: Is pleaſed with 
Chriſt in this view of his character, pleaſed with him 
for his righteouſneſs ſake,” and, for the zeal he has 
ſhewn to magnify the law and make it honorable?“ 
Tuis is the reaſon the Father is well pleaſed in him 36 
Mediator. And © all that come unto God by him,” 
uſt be'pleaſed with him in this view alſo. There can 
be no true reconciliation between God and man, .unleſs 
both parties acquieſce, and are ſuited with what. the Me- 
iator has done; and that conſidered in the ſame point of 
light. God is well pleaſed, indeed, with the love Chriſt. 
has ſhown tor loſt men. For the Father was always as 
benevolently diſpos'd towards this fallen world, as the- 
Son was, Bur yet had he not as Mediator, ſhown a 
proper regard to truth and righteouſneſs; had he, not 
+ condemned the fin of men,” and given to God the 
* glory that was due untohis name,” the holy Gover- 
nor of the world could not have acquiſced in his media» 
tion. The Lord was well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs 
* ſake.” And if we are not pleaſed with him in bis 
view, but merely for the ſake of his &:#dne/ſs and good- 
will to men, we do not come into his plan of reeonecili- 
tion and of peace. rt. + 
| 3 of Chrift, aud thit vell-pleaſedocſs | 
ith his mediatios, which is implied in a compliance with e goſpel, bad 
dothing more in it than only ſceing it to be 2 beautiful thing in bim , 
e. Wcc! fo mach interreſſed in eur welfare, and willing to do and foffer fo 
wiped © fire @ rem miſery god raid ; theo inderd; vo” en , 
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® If that view of the atyiat 
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To conclude this head, and the preſent diſcourſe. If the 
Moral-depravity of unregenerate ſinners, was fully under. 
decſtood; it muſt undoubtedly appear that this alone is 

| | | | ſufficient 


tire in the moſt deptaved creature, would be beceſſary in order to it. 
. "We may be as wholly ſelfiſh and regardleſs of God's glory as avy ſinnet 
derer was, and yet be greatly charmed with the meditation of Chriſl, 
view'd only in the fayourable aſpe it has upon our intereſt, And, un- 
Youbtedly, thouſands have been fatally dereiv'd in this manner; taking 
this for a diſcovery of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
and the eſſccts of it for conrerſign and ſanctiſication. For ſuch a view of 
Chriſt and of God through him, will, under certain circumſtances, pro- 
guce a ſort of repeatance, love and obedience, in one who was, and con. 
tinues to be, intirely void of real holiceſs. Let a finner only have ag 
impreſſive ſenſe of the dreadſalneſi of dambation, and of his danger of it, 
nad in the midſt of this have the love of Chriſt, and what he has done & 
ſuffered for finners, come ſuddenly into his mind, in a manner that makes 
him believe. or at leaft ſtrongly hope, he is one of the happy number for 
whom Chriſt laid down his life ; and is it poſſible but that he ſhould be 
Billed with comfort and. Joys and have his affections greatly drawn forth 
towards ſuch a kind and almighty Saviour? And when he comes now to 
view God in Chriſt as his reconciled God and father, he will naturally feg| 
quite otherways aſſected towards him too. When he believes Cod has 
loved him with an everlaſt ng love, and elected him from eternity to be a 
veſſel of mercy and an heir of glory; his enmity againſt h*m will hereup- 
da naturally ſutfide ; he will necefſurily be aſhamed and grieved that he 
has had luch gpworthy thoughts of him, and has behaved ſo uoſuitably 
towards bim. And ſuch an apprehenſion of his new ſtate, aod of God's 
great goodneſs,” may produce a laſting alteration in bis life. He may be 
very zealous io religion ; and poſſibly very regu'ar io his morals likewiſe. 
Here then, is faith, repentance, love, and new obedience, without the lealt 
decaſion for any conformity to God in true holineſs from firſt to laſt. Such 
things as theſe are the oatural growth of the human heart, uoder ſuch rain 
— ſuoſhive. There is no oged of any alteration io che: ſoil, or of any 
oreign ſeed ſown'in it. 2437 
Tui may be more Clearly conceived, by the help of a fimilitude, 
t us then, ſuppoſe a Riog that is ſtrictly Juſt is his adminiſtration ; for- 
iding, on very ſevere penalties, all uorigbteonſneſs among his ſobjefts, 
and very thorough in ſeeing that juſtice ij daly exernted on all offenders, 
A oumber of his ſuhj ect who are yicioully inclind, are uneaſy under ſuch 
reſtraitth, and grow diſaffected to their fovereigo, and at length form 4 
But before they ure quite xipe for execut- 


r . 4 to dethtone him. | | 
Jog it, their poor is happily diſcovered\ | N taken and brought to 


Judgaeat 3 


bo toinply with the Goſpel: Ty | 
ſufficient to account for all that is ſaid in the ſcripture con- 
cerning their inability, and to make the grace of the Holy 


| Ghoſt as neceſſaty, as that makes it. If they baye * an evil 


« heart 


their pine in hereby greuty increaſed. One of them however, u gere. 
ingly de jected in ſpirit, at the thoughts of his approaching executida. Fot 
ſome time he remajos in priſon with the reſt, in fearful expeRation that 


every day may be his laſt But in the midſt of bis greateſt anxiety, a meſſen-, , | 


ger at lalt arrives with a gracious pardon. He is delivered from priſon and 
from death. Yea, his offended ſovereign has ſet his heart ſo peculiarly 
upon him, that inſtead of having him executed with his fellow crimioals, 
he is determined to make bim @ particular favourite at court, and raiſe him 
to hocor and wealth, far exceeding: his former condition before he became 
a rebel and a traitor.. How great is the ſurpriſe l kow inſupportabl the 
joy, upon hearing all this! the wretch's enmity and hatred is quite oy 
vercome. Eſpecially if he bow underſtands that the king had always a 
particular kindneſs for him. and never delign'd any penal laws ſhould ba 
executed upon him, let him do what he would. He is fill'd with the 
moſt admiring ſentiments of his injured gracious fovercign, and loves him 
above all men io the world. But bardly dares to look up to him, he is* 
ſo aſhamed of his former temper towards him, aod the black deign be 
had meditated againſt his crown and life. All this does not ſuppoſe any 
ltcration io the tebels real ehlracter. All this may be, and undoubtedly 
wi | be, though his vicious diſpoſition, which firſt gave riſe to his dilaffec- 
tion to his prince, ſtill remains in its full ſtreugth. There is no need of 
his becomidg a new man, a friend to rightcouſneſs and an enemy to ini 
quity, in order to his becoming in this manner, a warm frieod to his royal 
patron and benefaQtor, conſidered merely as ſuch. He may be ſo all his 
days; may be one of the foremolt in his commendation, at leaſt in extolling 
the great thiogs he has done for him; and he may behave excellently well 
when under the kings eye, or when he expects be will hear of it, with 
a view to pleaſe him, and yet be at heart as uorighteons a creature 
as ever he was, even to his dying day. - | 
Now ſuch a kind of reconciliation to God, will naturally take place in 
a ſianen, if he is only cffeRually terrified with the thoughts of dwelling - 
with devouriog fire, and iobabiting everlaſting burnings; and then gets a 
hope of God's love, There is no need of being bern again, or ever hav- 
ing any thing of the moral likenels of God, in order ts it. Yea, there 
is no need of conviction, in order to ſuch a converſion as this, I mean & 
eonvidtion of the equitableneſ and moral fitneſs of the divine adminiltra- 
tioa, Light, concerning the holineſs and juſtice, wiſdemor general good - 
peſs of God, is not what produces ſuch a change as this ; nor is it avy 


ways aeceflary ig order is it. Accordingly perſous of this kind of py, 
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heart of ynbellef,” wholly inclined | * to depart from 
the living God,” ſuch a heart will effectually and for- 


eyer turn them aſide, ſo that zbey cannot deliver their 


—- 


4 % « 


to them. They have no notion of entering much. inte the nature and 
ends of bis law, or of the zog. and ſeciog into the divine character and 
glory as thereby exhibited: Theſe are matters of empty fpecylatien with 
them ; things which vital picty has nothing to do with. They how 

much about God's general character ; as much about the things t Fl. 


thiogs the angels deſire to lock into,” as ever they expect of want to. 
TnzsE may perhaps not improperly be denomioated antinomians ; 
though they are divided into a variety. of ſets and contending parties up- 


on particular queſtions, about the faith which is not founded in holineſs,” 


but which is the foundation of every thing. 3 e 
Sou ſireovouſly inſiſt, that. ao faith can admicifter hope and comfort 


dence of our ew ſalvation.” Or, a being well ſatizhed © of our recon» 
eiliation with God, and of our future enjoyment of everlaſting beavenly 
happinels. To get this afion is the graod ſecret, or myſtcry + 
ſaoRifiention.” To give this ꝑerſu : ſion without any evidence of it's truth, 
and even while it is ſuppoſed to be in fat not true, is the great work of 
the Holy Ghoſt, begetting / an inclination, and propenſity of heart, to the 
practice of holineſs.” —Others, not ſo fond of myſtcry, er dot ſo well un- 
derſtandipg ** the way of manufactu / ing truth without evidence, and of 
makiog a falſebood true, by the paios taken to believe it; chuſe rather 
to ſuppoſe, © the ſimple truth,” or general report of the goſpel, beat ef. 
ſectually into a man's bead, when be is thoroughly pinched with ihe. 
impoſſibility of hope, on every other fide, will give ſuch a refreſhmeat ti 
his mind, as will do the whole work, That many in all ages, only on 
5 hearing this, ha ye become quite aſhamed of their tormer rebellioo, have 


* been led to love their ſoreteigu, and encouraged to do thoſe things | 


« which are well pleaſing in his fight ; and accordzogly have known what 
it was to fiand is his preſence, and ha ve their joy made full in behold - 


- 


« ing the light of his countenance.” The faith that does all this, they. 


would have a bare perſuaſien, or convidtion in the naderſtandiog, of what 
11, called the trath ; leaving the heart to take care of iiſelf. This, we 


are told, ſame call thy fit of devils, But that however keen. the 
1 be, it can bare weight with done but ſuch as are 
0 


4 


0 r ; ; 
% ſwayed by ſound inſtgad of ſenſg. For, according to the ſcriptare, the, 


, ſame truth which ſaves Chril's pegple - tormeots the devil's. 80 w 
y er Chrilt's pegp AF 


* find them ſaying what have'we fo. do with thee, Jeſus, thou ſon of 


— 


, 3 6s ſoul.“ 
have no great concern to know whatGod is in himſelf, but only what hb 


al- 
miſt prayed that his eyes might be opened to behold ; as much about ** the 


enough to make men truly good, ſhort of a fall apr” and confi -" 


/ 
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art tho come hither to torment us before the time ? they dellere. wry 


i omph with G IE. „ 
4 foul.“ Nor would better natural abilities than they 
have, be of the leaſt ſervice to them. If ever they come 
to good, it muſt be by ſtrength that is under a bettet 
direFion than their's is. Greatneſs of capacity has not the _ 
leaſt tendency to produce goodneſs, in one who is altoge- 
5 ther deſtitute of it. Sinners of the moſt exalted genius 
; and ſtrength of mind, are certainly no more able to make 
| 


themlelves new creatures than the very weakeft are. And 

the reaſon of this is as obvious, as the fact ia certain; viz, 

beeauſt whatever ſtrength any one has, he always lays it 
* out according to his own heart, and not contrary to it; 
| Conſequently. all the ſtrength of men and angels, yea 
| even Omnipotence itſelf, if the ſinner had the direc, 
: tion of it, would never make him good. Could he have 
divine power at his ſervice, according to his urmoſt wiſh, 
| it would not be to change his heart, but to enable him 
to act it out without controul. If theretore, ſinners on- 
ly knew what hearts they have, this alone would bring 
them to diſpair of help from themlelves, Jet their — 


220 © hate, and yet they tremble at that truth which 2 believe, 
| 1% lore,and find ſalvation io.” The difference then, ja the affections excited 
by a belief of the goſpel, in the minds of true beligyers and devils, ariſes 
iatirely from the different circumſtances they are under, asd not from 2 
ny difference in their rempers. The devils hate to be tormented, and 
Chriſt's love to be treated kindly and made bappy, 80 the fame 
belief of the ſame truth, which excites the hatred and horror of the for- 
mer, fills the latter with joy and love, This difference is not hard is 
diſcera 3 and is naturally coodgh accounted for. But how aoy one,” whi# 
is not [wayed by ſound inſtead of ſenſe, ſhould think of making more of 
this than only a circumſtantial difference, is not ſo caſy to be conceived, 
A bare change 1 er 1 r — 
converts ; and converts of devils, in a moment. i 
all effcntially, exactly alike. £ 4 * = * \ 
Tn 1 - affecting all the alteration wanted in wicked men, merely 
j the bead however frmly credited, and whether true or falſe, 
whether called an appropriatiog faith, or a ſimple belief, or by whatever 
ther name, muſt forever leave u change uf nature quite ont of the queſtion.” 
ladeed, it evidently procteeds upos the ſuppelition, that there is really 
80 difference, between ſaints and fioners, angels and devils, only they arg 


treated dilfcftntly, or ſotne don't nod things 10 well as others, 
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tal Powers be never ſo good, and make them ſee that if 


ever they are ſaved it will be no thanks to them. 
SN ERS inwardly imagine, if they were only dealt 


Fairly with they ſhould do well enough. If they periſh, 


they think it will be owing to the fatal influence of. ſomg 
dark decree, or to God's requiring, more of them than 
ſhey can poſſibly do, let them exert themſelves never ſo 
aithfully, But he that imagines thus, knows not ** the 
* plague of his own heart,” * He that truſteth in his 
zun beart, is a fool, | been 2 
Should we even ſappoſe a ſelf determining power in the will, th 
K dead in ſin he be able to help nd. Gor by it. . 


Who is there to put ſuch a power into action the right way ? ti will not 
do it. And a ſelf determined determination, contrary to a man's heatt, 


were ſuch a thing poſſible, would be no mate thanks to him, than the ha- 


ving bis heart changed by divine power, It can bever be by their own 
power or bolineſs, that they are firſt determined to that which is good, 
when, by the ſappolition, they herr no holinels, and all their power is em: 
Noyed in oppoſition to t. 3 G03 fig 
2255 \ 
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J 0 H N VI. 44. | 
No man can come to me, except the Fagher which bath feat _ - 
| me draw bim. 0 
HE genttal obſervation raiſed from theſe words; wit 
\ £0 this effect, | OS 


* 


Tür no man is able to comply with the goſpel of 


hriſt, without the effectual grace of Gd. 
A principal thing I had in view, was to clear this doc- 
trine of the common objection in men's minds againſt 4 

s if it repreſented the Moſt High, as being inſincere an 
Unrighteotis in his dealings with ſinners; Offering then 
alvation on terms he knows they cannot dome up to; and 
hen condemning and puniſhing them, fot their aon-com- 
lance with ſuch impoſũble conditio ns. Accordingly, 1 
ndertook, in the frſt place, to explain and iltuſtrate 4 
tinction of two kinds of inability ; and to ſhe that mer 
te, not unftreguently, * common ſpeech; atid- * 


/ 


ſaid to br incapable of actions which are their averſon, o 
which they have not an inchi ation to, as well as of thing; 
which they could not d if they were fo diſpoſed, - A, 
+ likewiſe, thut: there. is a real oecaſion for uſing this and 
the like expreſſions, in ſueh a manner, There being, in. 
deed, an abſolute impoſſibility of a man's acting other: 
ways than agreeably to his own heart, as well as there i 
of his doing things which exceed his natural ſtrength. 
Secondly ; I endeayoured to ſhew, that ſinners While 
they actually neglect the great ſalvation, are certainly un. 
able, in one or the other of theie ſenſes, not to neglect i 
That ſo long as they do not come to Chriſt, it muſt be 
true that they want, either ſuch natural ability, or elle 
ſuch a heart, as is neceſſary in order to their coming u 4 
dim. 5 | | 15 
TDhirdly; I confidered the moral depravity of finners, 
ſhewing that they have ſuch an evil heart to depart from F 
the living God, that until their natures are changed, it is 
impoſſible they ſhould come to Chriſt,or chuſe him & hi 
ſalvation. We are come now, to tbe f Pp 
IV. Anp laſt head propoſed ; viz. To prove that fin- 


ners - labour under no other impoſſibility of complying s 
with the goſpel, but only what ariſes from their difinci n 
nation to it; or from the badneſs.of their hearts. 0 
I do not mean, however, nor, will any underſtand me, at 
to aſſett this, with reſpect to every individual of the human _ 
race. For as the apoſtle obſerves, how.ſhall men be. , 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard ? and how (hall " 


they hear without a preacher ?? _ 
THzkE are, undoubtedly, a great many in the world .. 
who, in their preſent circurnftances, could not get the ;. 
knowledge of-the goſpel way of life, if their hearts were < 
good. There are ſome that have not the means of grace . 
there are others that have not the uſe of reaſon; and there 
are others who have not, and never had, the ſenſe of hear 
ing. It is not aſſerted concerning any of theſe, that they. 
are not under à natural ipcapacity to come to 9 ; 


ww * 


LL 


embrace the Goſpel conſidered - 36 


of the goſpel, labour under no natyral inability to obtain 


inclination to it, or to the badneſs of their hearts. 
Tara are multitudes that evidently do not view the 


matter in this light, It is needful therefore, that this , 


point ſhould be laboured a little particularly, The 


But what J undertake to evince, is only, that perſons who. 
ave ordinary intellectual powers, and bodily ſenſes, and 
are arrived to years of diſcretion, and live under the light ,  * 


alvation.: But that if they cannot comply with the re- 
vealed way of lite, it muſt he owing intirely to their dif- 


* 
„ 


1. ARG. I ſhall make uſe of for the confirmation of it 


js, that it is not God's uſual way, to require natural im- 
poſſihilities of any of his creatures; and to condemn them 
for not doing, what they could not, if they would, _ 
Gop commands none of us to fly above the clouds, or 
to overturn the mountains by the roots; or to do any ſuch 
kind of impoſſibilities. Yea, we are particularly told in his 


word, that ** if there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted 


according to that a man hath, ſand not according to that 


* he hath not.” If a man has but little eſtate, it is not 
expected pr required that he ſhould give away a great deal 
to pious or charitable uſes, If a poor widow calts in two 
mites, when it is all ſhe has, it is as well accepted as if it 
were mo millions, If a man has never ſo little ſtrength, 
af body or of mind, a willing exertion and good improve- 
ment of that little, is all that is required of him. This 
is exceeding evident from thoſe. ſummaries of the whole 


Jaw, which we have both in the old teſtament, and in the 


new, Moles ſays, Dieut. 10, 12. And now Hracl, 


hat doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to 


„ fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and 


to love him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God, with all 
* thy heart, and with all thy ſoul ?” And our Saviobur, 
in anſwer tothe queſtion of the ſcribe, «© which is the 
great commandment in the law?“ ſays, Mat. 22 37-40, 


aud Mark 12, 30. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God . | 
with all 


Thy 


© with ati thy heart; and with all thy ſoul, and 


Wh 


o , 


. 
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Thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength. This i is the Br 
& and great commandment. And Te ſecond is) like un 
11 to it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf” Of 
+$ heſe wt cothmandments hang” all the law arid the 

8 ets 11. N 1 21 "or 
ial yea IP from theſe pallages, that the whole law, 
in the highelt perfectioß f it; is level to ſome kind of 


| + ww which men ſtill have, in the preſnt falleß ſtate. 


Ve are not io ſuppoſe, indeed, it is their moral capacity; 

f that all the Lord our God requires 'of us, is ,only to 
love and feat and ſerve hith, as much as wevare diſpoſed 
ro: © This would be no 7aw at all. It would be a diſpen- 
cation trom all law; 4 liberty for every one to walk in the 
way of his own heart, and treat the Deity juſt as his incht- 
nation leads him. We are not to ſuppoſe a perfect law, 
can come down any lower, than to requite a perfect heart; 
and à perfectly good improvement of all the calgnts 
and ſtrength we kave. And it is evident, neither Mcſes, 
nor our Saviour, underſfood the divine law as requiring 
more than this. To love and ſerve God, with all the 
heart, ſoul, mind and ſtrength. cannot mean more than to 
the utmoſt extent of our natural abilities, be they greatet 
or leſs. Some men are not capable of fo high a degree 
vf love to God as others, though they are equally upright 
and well-diſpoſcd ; becauſe their mental powers ate not ſo 
2 ; or their advantages to get the knowledge of God 
ave not been fo good.” In like manner ſome cannot do 
ſo much for God, for want of opportunity, &c. Now all 


- Proper allowences are made in the divine law, for things 


this nature, The more anv one bas of intelle@ual or 
dily trength, or outward advantages; the more is te- 
vired of him; and the leſs any one has of theſe, the leſs 
Is required. As to loving our neighbour as ourſelves ; 
This Þ undoubted]y equally io the power of the weak and 
of the ſtrong, of him that is capable of higher and Jower 
degrees of affection, provided he is * vpright dil, 


berelied and 721521 1 43 
| Kt . 4 | "On 


On the whole, I think it is exceeding plain and evident, 


that God in his holy and righteous law, requires no im» 
poſſibilities of any of us, but what become ſo by reaſon of 


our prefeht evil temper of mind, and vnwillingneſs' to ex · 
ert the natural ſtrength we have in the manner we ought. 


And now, if we have natural powers ſufficient. for under- 
ſtanding and doing our whole duty; and nothing hinders 


any of us from coming up to all that. finleſs perfection, 
which #4 required in God's perfect lau, but only our own, 
wicked hvarts; I conc}ude. few will think any thing elſe 
hinders finners of ordinary capacity, who enjoy the out- 
ward means of grace, from enn and complying with 
tne goſpel. | 

II. Ar. that finners who enjoy. the external li ht 4 
the goſpel, are not under a natura impoſſibility of com- 
plying with and obeying it, may be drawn from what the 
ſcriptures plainly teach, and what is generally believed, 
concerning the great difference that will be made betwixc 


ſuch ſinners; aad thoſe who never heard of aSaviour, as to 


their final condemnation and phniſnment. 

Oos Saviour let thofe cities where he had chiefly 
preached and wrought his miracles, know, that their fi- 
nal doom would be much the heavier for it; and that it 
would bs more tolerable for even Sodom and Gomorra 
in the day of judgement, than for them. But this, and 
what is commonly ſaid, about the great guilt of goſpel 
ſinners above others, ſurely ſuppoſes that there is ſome 
difference between them and the heathen, as to a poſſibi- 
Iity of theit underſtanding the way of life, and attaining 
lalvation. It ſuppoſes the former have a real price in theix 
hands, which the latter have not. But if the goſpel ſin- 


ner is under a natural inability to repent and believe in 


Chriſt, an inability arifing from any thing eiſe beſides his 
own heart, this could not ſurely be the caſe. Why ſhould 
one who is, & always has been, ſo weak or diſordered in hi 
Intellect, as to be incapable of underſtanding the goſpel, 
ve thoveli a greater ſinnet for living? in a cri 4 
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We do not think this is the caſe as to idiots, or quito dek. 
rious perſons. We do not think they will have more to an- 
ſwer for than the heathen will. But if we belie ye a natural, 
impoſſibility is required of men in this caſe, becauſe their 

natural eapacity was impaired or Joſt by the fall : then 

for the ſame reaſon we might expect, that. the heathen 

who never heard gf the golpel, and natural fools who can 
underſtand nothing about it, would be puniſhed for not 
embracing it, as much as any. Forthey would not have 

been under thoſe diſadvantages. had ũt not been for the a- 
Poſtacy. 

Ax, III. Ir is expreſly attributed in \ ſcripture, to the 
evil hearts of men, as the ſole cauſe' of impenitence and 
unbelics under the goſpel. 

Aus ic ought to be particularly obſeived, that this is 
done with prefeſs d deſign to ſer aſide the-. plea of ignorance, 
which ſinners are ſo exceeding apt to harp upon; and to 
jet them ſee that they are without excuſe. This is the 
4 condemnation,” our Saviour ſays, ** that light is come 
«4 into the world; and men have loyed darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their deeds are evil.“ In another 
place he ſays; if ye were blind, ye had not had fin; but 

no ye ſay we ſee, therefore your fin tæmaineth.“ And 
again; it I had not done among them the works which 
none other man did, they had not had ſin: but now 

| <& have they both ſeen, and hated both me and my father, 

No they have no clake for their fin.” That is, if 

they had not had thoſe powers ___ or thoſe means of 
cConviction that were neceſſacy, ic is true, they would not 

ͤ bave been to blame, it would have been no ſin in them, 
not to have believed in and received me as their Metliah, 

But now when their underſtandings are good gnoug). ; and 

when means, powerful and fufficienc external means 
have been uſed with them z their unbelief and rejec- 
tion of me, can be owing to nothing but the deſpe- 
rate wickedneſs ot their hearts. It is Tuotaledge and not 
EZuorance of my character, that is the ſpring of their harred. 


. Or if any of them are ignofanr, it is their own fault. 
| There | 
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ti underſiand and embrace the Goſpel.. 2g. © 
"a 1 \ of F 


There is. light enough, only they late it, and will not come 
to it. ut SF. 38: - an n 

ARG. IV. That it is not owing to weakneſs of the un- 

derſtanding, or any natural defect, that Ginners in ge- 

neral under the goſpel are not ſaved, is evident from 

the inferior abilities ot many of thoſe who actually ob- 

tain ſalvation, 1. 

Ir is not men of the ſtrongeſt and brighteſt genids, and | 
they only, that underſtand and embrace the goſpel ; but 
they are perſons of very ordinary powers of mind, as of- 
ten if not oftener than any. ** Ye ſee your calling bre- 
e thren,” fays the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, how 
* that not many wiſe men after the fleſh,——are called. 
But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world. 
e and the weak things to . confound. the mighty,” & 4 
And our Saviour ſays, ** I thank thee, O father, ry FF 
« of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them un- 
e to babes. Even fo, father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 
* thy fight.” Though God beſtows the ſpecial influen- 
ces of his grace, juſt where and when he pleaſes, or as 
ſeemeth good, in his fight, yet he has doubtleſs. always a 
ſufficient reaſon for fixing upon the particular objects of 
his Tovereign mercy, exactly as he does. We are not to 
conceive of it, as a blind partiality, but a wiſe ſovereignty, 
that is exerciſed in this matter. The reaſon Why not 
many of the noble and honorable are called, but rather 
the baſe and ſuch as are diſpiſed, is, we ate told, that no 
fleſh ſhuuld glory in his preſence. And the reaſon why. 
it ſeemeth good in the ſight.of God, to hide theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and to reveal them unto babes, 
may be, and undoubtedly one reaſon of it is, that hereby 
it may be made evident, it is not owing td. the ſuperior 
ſtrength of men's natural powers that they diſcover 
the ſtrait and narrow way which leadeth unto life; nar. 
to their weakdels, in teſpect of natural abilities, that they 
do nor, Il babes are able wo ſee the fuicableneſs and, | 
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glory of the goſpel way of ſalvation, unqueſtionably, wife 
mea might, were it not for ſomething beſides weakneſs d 
underſtanding, or any deficiency in the intellect merely. 
It is evident from hence, that natural weakneſs can be nd 
inſuperable bar in the way of men's obtaining {alvation; 
unleſs they are weaker than babes. | | i "FEI 
_,, Ars. V. Ar leaſt this will be undenjably evident, if 
Nee conſider what is done for a perſon when theſe things 
are revealed unto him; or when he is made to ſee the 
things of the ſpirit of God, as they are ſpiritually 

4 diſcerned.” _ „ 7 | 
© Gop does not reveal any new truths; not contained in 
his written word; nor does he give any new faculties t6 
perſons, or enlarge their natural powers of body or of 
mind, when he enables them to believe and obey the gol: 
pel. But what he does for them, is:o alter the temper aud 
diſpoſition of their hearts. If we found all that became 
teal chriſtians, however weak before, were immediately 
afterwards, perſons of genius and abilities ſuperior to - all 
other men, we ſhould, indeed, have reaſon to ſuſpect that 
the unregenerate wanted better underſtandings, rathet 
than betier hearts, in order to their being. able truly td 
know Jefus Chriſt, and the way of life. But this is not 
the caſe. It is the heart that is created a- new, when one 
becomes a good man, and not the head. We find the 
natural powers of men are the ſame after regeneration as 
before ; and often far inferior to many of their neighbours, 
who have exp&ienced no fuch change. It is true, the 

_ wiſdom of good men runs in another channel; they are 
wife todo good, and apt to get divine knowledge; but 
that is only becauſe they have a taſte for theſe things, and 
are diſpoſed to take pains about them. The children of 
this world are, in their generation, wiſty than the chil- 
« dren of light.“ They proſecute their own ſchemes, & 
make proficieacy in what they turn their hands to, and ſet 
their hearts upon, beyond what good men do in the things 
of — ag: What makes” good men ſee — | 
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of Wobory of God, which others can peteeiye nothing of, is 
7 2t their having more 2 knowledge about the 
10 aivine character, than others have, or are capable of; but 


i eption of holineſs, which the weakeſt ſaint has; who 
6 Weels the opperation and power of it in his own» heartr © - 
of Wl here is no knowledge like that we get by experience! 
. man that has never felt a particular kind of pain, Wwe 
d Why, can, have no idea of it; fo of parental affection, one 
Ee ho has never experienced it, knows not what it is. The 

y Wame may be ſaid of all kinds of ſenſations and affections ; 


t eſpect to holy exerciſes and affections as much aa any 


vine nature, or who have put on the new man 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
e John lays, % Every one that loveth, is born of God, 


God ; for God is love.” 


quainted with the 2 univerſal benevolence, in 


works,” than he whoſe hears is contracted, and w 


his chafacter and g 


A iner. (Ba (Low a (23. (kc or © 


hatever any one regards, and is zealous about, he is 
"as F 


,  neceſlarily 
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heir being conformed roGod in temper & in heart; con 
ormed to him in righteouſneſs and true holineſß.“ 
his, indeed, makes divine things, and all things of a m 
al nature, appear in quite a new light; & hente they are 
aid to he renewed in knowledge. He that is altogether 
nholy, let his head be never ſo clear, and his ſpeculi- 

ive knowledge never ſo great, cannot have all that per! 


he experiencing them, gives a knowledge of them that 
an no otherways be obtained. And this holds true'with' - 


ther. Hence, thoſe who are made partakers of a di- 


holineſs,” are capable of à kind of knowledge of God. 
hich is peculiar to themſelves, - Accordingly the apoſ- 


* 
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and knoweth God. He ps loveth not, knoweth nor 
John iv. eu He who is 
al 


is own breaſt, has a diffekent idea of him wh is good 
untd all, and whoſe tender mercies are over all his 


truly good to none, has, or is capable of. Particular- 
he who is conformed in heart to God, ſees a beauty 

government, which no one of an; 
tirely gppolite temper can poſſibly do. The reaſon is, 
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neceſſarily pleaſed to 'ſer others regard; and be engaged 
in promoting. Thus if a man values his. awo- particular 
intereſt or reputation, as every one does, he is thence un- 
avoidably pleaſed to ſee others tender of it, and diſpo- 
ſed to promote it. And if a man is benevolently con. 


cerned for the public intereſt, he will in like manner be 


pecpliarly delighted to fee others public ſpitited and 202. 0. 
louſly aiming to ſecure and advance the general godd. ef 
The intirely ſelfiſh foul, feels as if his own. private hap. ia 
pineſs was the moſt valuable, yea the only valuable thing tc 
in all the univerſe; Hence if he can only believe, God Wl bc 
has ſet his kindeſt love on him, from eternity; and ſent Ml co 
his only Son from his boſorh to die for his fake, (whe. eis 
i ther neceſſary or u neccffary, wiſe ot unwiſe, right or Wl =: 
| wrong, it matters not ;) this-gives him the moſt exalted, Won 
the moſt glorious conception, of the parent and lord of all Wl ny 


worlds, that his narrow foul can poſſibſy contain.—But, to Wl ti 
him that is born of God, and aſſimulated in temper, to co 
his father which is in heaven,” things will appear in a 
quite different light. To him who is made to bein any Me! 
meaſure af a true, a'God-like-public ſpirit, an impartial, Moy 
infinite diſpofitiop to maintain univerlal order, to pro- vi 
mate univerſal godd,' is the grand, the infinite beauty.“ 

To have the ſpitit of 'Chriſt, or the ſame mind that was WI” 
ia him, is, in like manner, the only thing that can ena- 
ble a perſon to have that ſenſe which all ſaints have, of Wa 
the greatneſs and glory of his redeeming love. Hence it 
was the apoſtle Paul's prayer for the Epheſians, © that 
e they being rooted and groundeg in love, mig t be” able 
eto comprehend with al ſaints, what is the breadth, and | 
* length, and depth, and beight; and tc know the loye 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge.” Eph. iii, 17, 48. 
19. c n e — 2 wy 4 82 
Amp to have a heavenly, that is, a holy temper and ſpi- 
rit. is neceſſary in order ta have a true underſtanding * of 
any thing heavenly ; any thing of“ the inheritance of 
L the ſaints in light,” of of 'what © God hath Te 
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% © for chem that love him.” This the Apdtle - very par- 
oY ticularly and largely takes notice of, in 1 Cor. it, 11-113. 

. © For what man,” fays he,“ knoweth the things ofa 

ve man, ſave the ſpirit of man which is in him?“ The 

2. /piri: of nan; the narrowneſs, pride, and various corrupe _ 
u. affections by which” mankiad are aftvated, 'would"be very 

p- incomprehenſible to vs, did we not feel, and had we never. 
telt, any thing et the ſame in out own breaſts. We ſhould 

d bo perfectly amazed to fee how men act, not being able 

nt co conceive what inward feelings or principles ſhould ex- 

e. (ite them to behave in ſuch a manner, —The things of a. 

or nan; the enjoyments which fallen creatures ſo fondly dote . 
d, Woo, and (0 eagerly purſue after, to one who never had a- 

all ay ching of their ſpirit, it would be inconceivable how | 


ro there could be any thing gratifying, or agreeable in them, 
ro to any mortal. —* So che things of God knoweth no. 
a W< man, bur the ſpirit af God:“ "The enjoyments of reli- 
ny {Wgioo and of heaven, can no more be perceived to have a- 
al, Ny ching in them, b; one who is intirely deſtitute of a di- 
o- vine and heavenly temper.—“ Now we have received, 
. not the ſpirit of che world, but the fpirit which is * 
as “ God ; that we might know bt things that are freely. 
a- given to wr of God.” That is, the holyſdelights & enter- 
of Nrainments provided for ſaints in a future world. Which 
it “ chings alſo we ſpeak, not in the words Which man's 
« wiſdom teacheth, hut which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth ; 
* comparin ſpiritual things with ſpiritval.”—In deſcrib- 
ng theſe future glories and felicitizs, we do not make uſe - 
Wt fuch language as a carnal taſte would ſuggeſt, or as 
'0u!d be thought the true ſublime, by the wiſe of this 
orld ; but we ſpeak ot them in a manner to (which we 
re led by the ſpirit of holintſs. To give us the moſt ele- 
ated ideas of the joys to be expected in heaven, we com- 
pare them, not with the idolized poſſeſſions and delights - 
f time and ſenſe, but with thoſe ſpiritual enjoyments, 
c. FHhoſe holy exerciſes and gratifications, which true ſaints 
eee in ſome ay degree, in this lower _— 
: But 


» _—_— 
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th I, Sa of Am, natural A, * 
But the atpral: man receiveth not the things of the ſpi; 


& ritof God: for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither 
L can he knew them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſeern - 


ed. The unrenewed ſinner, having nothing ſpiritu · 
al in him, to Teen g. ſpiritual things with, being a ſtrang- 


er to ſpiritual Fa , Or the feelings and pleaſures of a truly 
| virtyous mind, they will neceſſarily ſeem empty, out of the 
way things to him; z nor can he perceive their true excel. 
lence and worth, becauſe their being pecceived thus, de- 
pends intirely upon the ſpirit and temper a man is of. 
Ir appears from thoſe paſſages, that it is neither the hay- 
ing new truths ſuggeſted, that are not contained in the 
{criptures ; nor the having the underſtanding convinced 
of the 47h contained | in therp ; nor the having new fa- 
culties of mind given, or the old ones enlarged, or mend- 
ed, or any how made better, that enables a man to ſee 
God, or Chriſt, or heavenly things, as ſaints ſee them. 


Bot bat a foundation is, and can be laid for this, only by 


a man's becoming. a ſaint, or having a new ſpirit given 
him; the ſpirit which is of CG . 
' Iy a word; whatever is ſaid by ſore about ic i 


the natural faculcies, it is very generally agreed, that re- 


+ generation. is not a phyfecal change, but a moral one, That 
it confiſts, not in making men gras, but in makin _ 
* good.” That the new creation, is nothing elſe but4 


rol image of God, conſiſting is righteouſneſs and as | 


holineſs. But if theſe things are ſo, then certainly all the 
inabiliry that is removed, and conſequently all that wants 
| to be removed, by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, is 
intirely of a moral nature. An inability which altogether 
F cpnſiſts, in the want of an honeſt and good heart. 
1 ARG. VE. This way of conceiving x the impotence of 
Fallen men, does not fruftrate, but tends moſt of all to 
advance and magnify, t. the grace of God. g 
| UnpovsrT2vLy that view of the inability 06 man, 
s which is moſt eaſily and fairly reconcilable with the 1 


* rae 10 K cane 212 * goes: 5 
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and embrace the 


| to underſtand 


As plane por req 
9 | 


poſal of ſalvation, it ſhould be more tolerable for ;Sodom- 


and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for him I. 
ſay, I believe there are few, but muſt be ſenſible. of ſame 


difficulty in ſeeing into the reaſonableneſs, and jullice of 


. 


his. But then, perhaps they may chi 
o leave room for ſuch-a diſplay of divine grace, as Wa 
re taught there is, in the ſalyation of men, without ſyrss - 
poling ſomething like this to be ig fact the caſe; . They: 


oſpel, whenever they are diſpoſed o. Hut anyrapprey 
enſions of this kind, muſt Choe a very fayourable: - 


* 


's eircumſtances, could not perform. If men are ill 


iſpoſed, they fo far ſtand in need of grace to enabie them os 
do, that which without any ſuch diyine helpthey vuld - 


nk, there is no wr 


6. 


e was fo willing to uſe his talents, and improve the price-.; 
ut into his hands aright, that God bag no way ſufficiency: : 
o diſplay his grace towards him, hut by requiring thing 
t him, which the holieſt creature in the unixerſe, under 


ay think there can be no neceſſſty of the grace, of the 55 
oly Ghoſt, on ſuppoſition ſinners can comply with tha 


pinion of the goodneſs of the ſinners diſpoſtion. As ” 


a0 no difficulty in, if they were well diſpoſed, - Aut ig. 
not eaſy to ſee, that it will require as much power, and 


ore grace, to change a ſinners heart, than 


p 


to alter 4? 


an's N any of his natural faculties ? 


Tay ſot, Who has | 

"I Y 1 £4. | > | 
*nty 39 three ſeorg, is, fin inder no inahilivy 49 ffn 
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4 r Sufficency of Men's natural. Abilities | 
but only whk ariſes from his own ern and inclinati- 
on! He might ſtill refuſe the glaſs, and become a fober 
man, without any body's advice or help, if bis own will 
was not Wanting. ' Bur yet no one would think it a leſs: 
unpromifing undertaking, to go about to reclaim ſuch 2 
perſon, than to ture ohe of a. bodily jafirmity in Mhich. 
the patient's Wil had no hand, and which he could not 
get rid of himſelf, let him be never ſo heartily, and ſtea - 
dily, and ugly welirygs of it. Suppoſe tuch a one, 
that had had alf fnotiyes, fetched from this world and the 
world to come; repeatedly urged upon him, in the ten- 
deteſt and moſt foreible manner by all his friends; but 
without the leaſt effect. Should one ar laſt, find meant 
ro perſuade him into a thorough and laſting reformation, 
would hie not be thought to do as great a thing, as he 
that ſhould eure one of a natural infirmity that had long 


1 a 


= — 
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baffled the fill of all the phyſicians ?: * 


* 


WY 


Mon AlL ficknefs may be as hard to cure, and require 
as powerfub means, and as able a phyſician, as natural 


| + fickneſs/ And if a man is dead in the moral ſenſe; that 


is, has loft all principles of true virtue intirely, be is 
as abſolutely beyond the reach of all means, as to their 
bringing of him to life again, as one that is dead in the na- 
tural'ſenſe. Moral means, can only wofk upon ſuch moral 
principles, as they find to work upon. They cannot 
produce a new nature, new principles of action, any more 


F | - than-natural means Tan make few life for themielves to 


——— n — 


work upon, in a dead cargaſe. Cultwation and manur- 
ing may make a bad tree grow, and bear fruit, after it's 
kind. But can never make à thorn bear figs, or a bram- 
ble - buſn, grapes. Let what means will be üſed, ſo long 
L | as the tree is evi, the fruit will be ſo likewiſe. , If man- 
kind have loſt the moral image of God jatirely, it is caſy 


do fee, that nothing ſhort of a new Ereation, can reſtare . 


it toithent. If they are zead in treſpaſſes and. ſins, the 

| | quickening+thein, muſt be an inftince ef the working 
- of God's mighty. power, in a ſupernapural manner, os 
B'S , f : 0 | t | 


— a. 


Wh Leeder He Gol, | + ; 7 
432 


| * 
3 of taifing Chriſt from the dead. "And without 2 
work of this kind, whatever means are uſed with Wein, 
they will ne her have the leaſt pings life, arent Hell | 
neſs. 40 1 33604 6423 

Any now, does not the admiting foch u {tote mora* 
depravity, ſuppoſe room and neceffity pitt obey tot the”, * 
grace of he Holy Ghoſt in the ſalvation of nne. 
W any de in r faculties?” * 

* * 4169 ber 
abn. _ 

- 0b. hed is 3 e600 in 8 56 e ö 
effected by means. Men are ſaid to be born Igain by the word God. we 
1 Pet. i. 23. To be begotren by the word of truth. James i. 1 „ And. 9 of 
— Paul ſays to the Corinthians, ** tn Chriſt ' Jefus' I have begotten 1 | 
t throogh the goſpel.” But how. is this to be rÞconciled with' waver ty 1 
quickening of fiagers, properly a ſeperoatural wok? 9 

anl. Almoſt all the fuperoatural works, 2 in the ge 13 
are repreſented as wrought by means, as much as regeneration i 
red lea was divide by Motes's rod; ad the rivet” Jordan * * 
mantle. It was by miting the fimy rock, -in the wilderneſs; tha 
waters wei: made to flaw out of it like a, river. . Moſes brought — £ 
this water, as much as Paul regenerated the Corinthians. Je wan yby. : 
throwing a ſtick inte the river, that the young prophet's ax was " made.. ., 
to. fvim ; and by waſhing ſeven times in Jordan, tet Neamaß was beal-. 
ed of his leprofy. It was by prophefyiag over a valley of dry bones, as 
repreſented in the viſion of Fackiel, and calling to the four winde to © 
breath upon them, that they were converted into a, living army. Id 1 
was with clay, made of dirt aod ſpittle, that our Saviour, opened bs 
eyes of one that was born blind. Aud by calling with a loud y 2 * 
that Lazarus was made to bear, a0 come out of bis grave, afier ha 
deen dead foar days, e | 
i to ſuppoſg that regeneration is effe@ted by woim, * . 160 0 | 
heſe things were, is not ineonſiſtent with its being properly a ſapernatoral- : 
ork. But that it is effected by the - power | SN RIP" $3 
the ſcriprures are far from leading us fo conceive. It wou 
dougbt vory remarkable, if any one ſtrould undertake to explain be | 
oobectiou. betwixt the means uſed 20d the -<ffefty 'wrought,.' in thofe” = 
oſtinces now mentioned, in 23 natural and. intelligable;« manger as ſome * | > | 
ave attempted to do, betwixt light io , the reve yy 3 ww lg prov: : + 
Ieftion\ of grace in the heart, of à totally depraved finner. nk 155 
pprebend, any of thoſe things, may be 88 ratiobally ache 12 l 
he knows laws of nature, us regeneration Can; and that the plain * mY 
ont of, ſcripture, 4s 'much obliges av to think. the former Ln & i * 
ted by the power, ot aatural bg proper cauſality; of mean Aw 
that e Oo E N 
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that was really as righteous an 
"But he ad been miſ. informed 


ou. — 22 
— EP IO 9g nt er wart re ern — —— 
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eartiaf perſen ? Shall ve. ſuppoſe chat the reaſon, and the 
only reaſon, why he is not, neither indeed can be, ſubject 
to the w of: God, is bevauſe he doewnor; neither indeed 
can onderſtand it? Of betadſe, thtqugk the weakne(s of his 
i — powers; he . wnderſtands it ſo, t it 7 be 
wieked tog | 


— 


aye * 
n N Fan 


40 = $ ny of Men' 1 2 5 Ahe, 
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Bur let us compare the two (hypotheſes, that of a ni 


been endeavouring to prove, and we may cafily fee which 
conception of the grace of God. Thoſe 
wha coneeivd ſfinners labour under 2 natural incapacity o 
to-Chriſt, place the defect in the underftandi 
ſyppoſc that i and miſ. apprehenſion, is 
the primary cauſe of all our enmity. and oppoſition to 
God. And conſequently, th at as ſoon as the underſtand- 
ing comes to be rectifed and rightly informed, we of, 
courſe 1e conciled in heart to the ways of. God, 
wit the character and mediation of Chriſt. | 
to ſuppoſe ve Always had been conformed to 
God's real ed ends; in the temper of our minds ; and 
that allwe Rad "been quarrelling with, and enemies to, 
was paly'a falſe idea of God; or uche chaflter as no 
one ptght. ta love. As ifa very righteous Tan, ſhould be 
prejudiced againſt & greatly engaged in oppoſing another, 
4 dod a man as himſelf. 
ut him, and conceiv'd 
him to bg quitea different man, from what he really 
was. No as ſoon as his, underſtanding comes to be tru- 
5 enlightened, or his miſtakes are removed, and he gets 
a thorough acqvairitance, the good man loves the good 
mas, of 1 without any change of character in ei- 
ther. But, mall! we view the enmity of the carnal mind 
ainſt God in. this light, in order to have the moſt ex- 
Idea of the divine grace, in the ſalvation of ſuch a,. 


1. and no truly virtpous and 
Eee widen, ir de" ay 
kat'eaſo; al rhe is nete to be 6p” 


mind, coul 
af it. Aa. 


the * to inform us right ar * 1 
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unn. 
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nuch complain 'd of, is norbing of this kind. Thiey would be thought tw 
ure as much wit, as much-reaſs1, and good ſcale, te the beſt, not wich- 


Landing all their darkneſs of underſtanding. Nay; they may e 17 | 
d ffreagth A i 
derſtanding 


dn of the Heid, and the heart, are 
Ito cbroer of the ſoy], whIA G0 


ily nature and ways of God ; ang let us know that all 
ur hatred of him, is owing to a mere miſunderſfianamy 3; 
ad that he is really juſt ſuck a being, as we all natural- 
y love ; even altogether ſuch an one as ourſelves. Can 
here be neceſſity of any thing ſupernatural, ix 
bringing a ſinner © obt of darkneſs into God's marve- 
ous light,” if this is all that is implied in ir — Tes, it 
ill be ſaid, a fupernatural work upon the under ſtanding, 
$ ſtill neceſſary; Though light alone, will produce. all 
he change of heart that is wanted; yet not bie, 
ght merely, but what may perhaps be called ſubjefive 
ght. That is, the underſtanding itſelf, muſt be ſtrength- 
ned, or enlarged; or brightened, or ſome how made 
detter ; otherways the external light, however clear, 
hine in darkneſs, and cannot be comprehended. 
Now if this is the ſupernatural . work of the — 
hich perſons are the ſubjects of when they are born 


by a miracle, have reaſon given kimi. But is this the 
ay to advance the grace of God moſt; in out fal vation k 
it the moſt wonderful inſtance of rich grace, to give 
n intelligent mind, to one whoſe heart was ſo good, 
hat he only wanted to have reaſon enough to be - - 
ble to underſtand the goſpel; and he would em 
brace it moſt cordially as ſoon as ever it was propoſed t 
im? does the grace appear ſo great in this, as in chang= 

| =" 07 ot Wo . ing - 
6 1t is apprekended; this tepteſeditation of the mattdr, will bs tbr 
Iofair, if not quite cidieulouz. Men don't mean to be inade natural 
ools of, neither, The weakneſs, and bliadaeſs, and want of abilitics ſo 


en a Locke, or 4 git Iſaac Newton io clearneſs agd 
od yet have ſuch weak intelle&s,” as ts be e of an 

raly, the pleineſt principles of the oracles of Goch. Tum the teh” 
equally 1k cents ef ; while the poor - 
/i9, which muſt bear the blame of all the. $a in, the world, is crouded = 
foal kgs, _ and therefore, which ns 


* 


* cre boy much is laid againſt, 
* | 


e under land and embrace the Goſpel, 43 £ 
„ erer 


pain, it is of the ſame nature, as if a natural fool, ſhouldg 
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50 The Sufficiency of Men's natural Abilities 
ing the heart of one who was an enemy to the true God? 
One that might have had light enough, only he hated 
the light and would not come tb it? Or one that had 
bad the light of conviction forced upon him, and bad 
both ſeen and hated, both the Father and the Son, buth 

the law and the goſpel? ee eee 
LI any one only think how he would addreſs him. 
ſelf to God, with a view to magnify. the riches of hiz 
1 ace in ſaying him. Would he think that leſſenipg his 
— natural abilities as much as poſſible, was the way 
to do this molt effectuallyß? Wouid he acknowledge 
that man by the fall had loſt his rational powers, and wa 
become no wiſer than the beaſts of the field, and of ng 
more underſtanding than the fouls of heaven; and :1 
therefore, that he had been utterly incapable of know: 
Ing what a kind of being God was, or what his law re. 5. 
quired, or getting any juſt notions concerning Chrit Wl 1 

and the way of ſalvation ? That no ene whoſe mental 
powers were ſo weak, or ſo much diſordered, as his had U. 
always been, could ever poſſibly get a true voderſtand-WY ee 
ing of any of thoſe things? And if God had not bees 


. - 


gryaciouſly. pleaſed to give him a better bead, be muſt in- i 
evitably-haye been Joſt forever ? Is this, I ſay, the x „. 
knowledgment one would make, with a view to glorfhil zn 
Hovereign grace, in bringing him out of darkngls into ot 


. marvelous light? Or would he not rather acknowledge h. 
the gpodneſs of God, in giving him rational powers u |, 
his firkt formation, and ſo rendering him capable of ad- 0 
Ang a higher and Dapper part than the mere ſenſitive 
| creation ; capable of ſerving and enjoying God as. als 
Tional creature ? Would he not acknowledge, that, tho «. 
God migtit moſt juſtly have deprived him of all the pe- 
.culiar dignities and advantages of the rational nature, p 
Lor his oπ¼)Hand not merely tor Adam's abuſe of them n. 
yet he had not done it? That he had not been denied 
che uſe of reaſon, or the opportunity and means of k do. 


Ing G0d-43-many kad been? Bur chat under all theſe 
4 | 7» > narannge 


to underſtand and embrace the Coſpel. 81 
Advantage to know God, he had not glorified him * 
God, nor been thankful. That he had ſhut his eyes 
againſt the cleareſt light, turned a deaf ear to the moſt; 
had gracious calls, and hated the beſt of Beings 3/ bated him. 
aa not for what he is not, but for what he is/; for bis 
bY righteouſneſs,” for his holineſs ; for thoſe very things fot 
Wich angels and ſaints, ſo much admire and love him. 
N. And that the more he knew of God and Chriſt, the more 
du he hated them and ſhould forever have done ſo, had not 
his BY divine grace moſt aſtoniſhingly interpoſed in favour of ſo- 
"1 BY vile 2 wretch, and changed his nature, given him quite: 
oe others; 5 #235 2 nr TT 
"x Ir is ſtrange if any Gould ſeriouſly think, that diſplays; 
x ing abroad x une weakneſſes and.infirmities, and 
ing alledging theſe as the only cauſes why they have not 
known or done, better than they have, is the way to 
humble themſelves moſt before God, and to do the mo 
honor to his grace in their ſalv ation. 
ml Tnosz who hold ro vtural inability; and ſuppoſe. all 
ud that ſinners want, is xo have their underſtandings rectifi- 
Ig: ed, thereby virtually and really, tho? I ſuppoſe not de- 
ten fignedly, deny moral deprayity altogether. But ſhould 
we ſuppoſe finners are depraved, and even totally depra- 
ved, in the temper of their minds; but that they are ſo 
"fy Impaired in their natural powers too, as to be incapable 


- 
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44 of underſtanding and complying with the goſpel, if their N 85 
de hearts were good : This natural inability in addition to 


"Wl the moral, would nor tay a foundation for a larger and 
fuller diſplay of divine grace in their ſalvatien, bur che 
Vl contrarv. Suppoſe mankind, when they loſt the moral 
image of God, had loſt their reaſon tao, and become 
fools in the natural ſenſe ; and that when their under- 
ſtandings were reſtored, they were renewed in the tem- 
per of their minds alſo; then, you ſee, they would 
never have had ity to diſcover their moral de- 
pravity, as when. they have had underſtandings good 
enough, and have kndwa God, but in works * 
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nied him, be eme and diſobedient, and to 
every work reprobate. It would not appear tg 
themlelves, or to any but the Searcher of Hearts, what 
an s vil diſpoſition they had been of, and What à Mor 
change had been wronghcia them. And conſequeatly, 
e towards them, if it was in reality ay 
great, would not be mani feſtad fo much. ut, indeed; 
the grace of God in the ſalvation of men, on that ſup- 
poſition, would not in reality be ſo great. The better 
underſtandings any have, and abuſe, the greater is their 
: gut; and conſequently the greater the grace that fayey 
"ALL that now remains is the Improvement: |... And, 

1. From what has been ſaid I think it follows, that 
there is no foundation for conceiving of ſinners, 48 be. 
ing to blame and inexcuſable, in part of their neglect of 

ths great ſalyvation, and; not in the whole of it; or zhat 
they may reiſonably be exhorted; to do part of What it 
5 implied in comis to Chriſt, but not the Whole, Some 
ſeem to ſuppoſe that untegenerate ſinners; are not 10 

' blame for not doing things which imply real holineſs, 
[ and can't be done without, as repenting truly of their 
| ins, believing in Chriſt, loving God, &c. But that 
for not doing other things, which may be done with. 


dut any holineſs at heart, as reforming externally, pray: 
ing, Nc. they are altogether. inexcuſable. But is not 
this evidently a diſtinction without any juſt foundation 
Either the natural abilities of men muſt be the mer 
fure of their duty, and all they come ſhort of this i 
fn; or elſe · their duty is to be meafured by their mori 
ability, and they are te blame only ſo far as they fil 
Mort of doing, what they have a heart to do. ' Nov 
if we are under obligation to do well, to the utmoſt « 
our natural power, and ndabatement of duty, ought 4 
de made, on account of an evil heart, or the want of 
good one; then ſinners are to blame pps. 1% ig 
-gxcuſable, in not forſaking fin heartily, as we fon - 
. F Notes g raul 
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eernally ; in, not believidg in Chriſt; wing God and — 
ing cordially obedient 2 a Ir none of th 
things are impeſſible to ſuch. as are well A ſed. Bao 
if moral power. is the meaſute of duty, if Want of 

tly, diſpoficion to do otherwayt than a man docs, „ 
him excuſable ind not to blame ; then 4¹¹ ara excuſüble, 


ed; BY none are to blame. The thoughtleſs and ſecure, the 


Up: rayerleſs and profane, the moſt rofligate a Aan 
—— — yt as excuſable, As lis blech as an 1225 
dei For the inclinations of the worſt of men, it a5, witk⸗ 
ve out any great ſtretch of charity, be e ; Are as Bic 
: as their actions are. e are nonę o f'them be 

„ vicked than they arg. liſpoſed to be. Nh have anz 
bat them a moral power to be any bettet The if is 


FAT SSESL 


be · and.im moral m neee it iy true, if they were in- 


o clined to. The gare nner migh de come-ſe riou 
hat and thoughtful are 155 e might” * 

tu bear, meditate and pray. he was To diſpoſed. But it is 
E as. true, that finners mj MT. to the arg Know- 
1 ledge of the way.of lite; repent and believe the 
ſs geſpel, were they ſo di ed. . Nothin but a heart ib 
cir wanting, in ane oaſe, ore than. in the other: And 
ba that is; wanting ia. both Fes. The. vile perſon | * 
th e. villaay, and his heart will work iniquity, to 

1j practice. hypocriſy, to utter error, Sec.“ e ate told 
not that the heart che ſons of men, is fi of evil 
n! And what they will do, if left to themſelves, we are alſo 
er told. See Rom. i. 2731. God gave Wy oyer.to-a 
nl reprobate mind ;” that i is, lett them to 1 own 
ral minds without reſtraint. And what was the conſe- . 
fi quence? *+ They were filled with all unrighteouſneſt, 
.+ fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, .maliciouſneſs, 
* fullof envy, murder, &c.” The ſcandalous finner - 
vill not become externally reformed, without 507 


=O, 


grace ; nor will the. ſecure ſianer ſeck and Pray, 

i uſe the means of grace, unleſs he is awake 

ll more 2 2 ma will come 19 Chiiſt 2 the 
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raving of the father.. The drunkard has not 2 — 
rea dec is, a ſufficient inclination, to forfake hit 
cups, while he does not forfake them; nor the lewd 
. perſon, to forſake his lewd practices z nor the murder. 
et 10 hold back his hand from ſhedding of blood, 'any 
more than the natural man has to embrace the goſpel. 
Taka is therefore no pro ws þ in exhorting the un- 
regenerate, to doonly ſuch as are conſiſtent with 
Nee 1 5 and wicked: heart, as if riothing 
gould be expected of them at preſent, any more 
125 there would be in 17 the moſt abandon'd 
of mankind, to do only hat is 3 with their fp 
2 and courſe of life, becauſe not 1 can Fe 
peed of them, till chey ate dee gie 
eller greater reſtraints. 
Accbngiebhv, meh is no ſoch — 0 
the natural man, for what he can do, without à heart to 
do any thing that is good, to be met with'any where in 
the ſacred icnptures. > God's ent demand updm every 
one of us is, * give me thy » He does not ſay, 
ive me thy external obedieti 0 , make a decent ſhew 
of ſeeking and ſerving me, an 2 ſuffice for the — 
ſent; for as for thy heart, 1 Kg, © there is no hope 
it hath loyed ſtrangers, | d after them it will go.” 
The law requires truth in the ſnward parts ; yea it de- 
mands a perfect heart. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
444 with all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength; 
. * 7 neighbour as thy ſelf,” Not, thou falt 
pe for this temper, towards God and 
ow? dot thou ſhalt have it. The New-Teſtament 
preachers of ſalvation through Chriſt, ſay, repent and 
believe the 3 15 Repent and be converted that 
* . * may be blotted out.“ The ſum of their 
eas wy * 2 to the Jews, and alſo to the 
"x - repentance | toward God, % fu 


Ea up TI TO 4 


TY 
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„ faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Not tens 
4 WT fyiog, “ as the manner of ſame is,” that if Ganers will de 
what they can, (meaning what their wicked hearts: will 
let them do, what the carnal ' mind which is a 
gainſt God, may content to,) they will not beleft 0 pe- 
n. riſh ; but God will undoubredly have pity en them, and 
th afford them further hell.. 
* CIRTAIxL x, if the divine law is juſt, no man cam 
be juſtly excuſe himſelf, or be excuſed, ſhort of 'a perfect 
3 WI heart, and a youre life. And if the goſpel is true, there 
2 
'e 
re 


is no ſafety for any ſinner, no gre und of dependende chat 
God will have mercy on him, or ever ſhew him any fa: 
vour, mort ef Chriſt, & an actual intereſt in him by faith, 
« He that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe 
* he hath not belirved in the name of the only b. 
o dea Son of God. He that believerh not the Son, ſhall 
5 not ſee life ; bit the wrath of God abideth on hiny, 
y „He that believeth not ſhajl be damned. 
| T8 extremely obvious, that the ſcriptures: every - 
4 where treat the impenitenc and the unbeliever, wich as 
" little eeremony 2 any  finners whatſoever. And it is 
; exceeding evident, I think, from 'what bas now been 
1 ſaid, that reaſon affords no plea in their favour, but what 
will equally excuſe any ſinner in the world, in being 28 
4 he is, & in doing as he does. If the want of a good heart, 
J is a good plea, every ſinner, and every, imperfect ſaint, 
may avail himſelf of ic to his compleat juſtification. 
Ic Thoſe. who are ſanCtified but in part, cannot be blamed 
4 for being but imperfectly holy. Thoſe who have as 
true holineſs at all, cannot be required to have any, or 
4 be blatn'd if they act as well as they. can without is. 
ir And, by the ſame rule, not ſo much as an external re- 
formation, can be required of thofe who have no mind to 


j reform. Nothing can be faid to the e of excuſ- 
d * Frog og on account of the badueſi of their hearts, 
un 


leſs we would undertake to maintain this geaeral 
| Principle, hat che duty of every one, mult be only fog 
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according to very one's diſpoſition. But if this priti 

is true, every one muſt eaſily ſee, there can never 
be any ſuch thing as neglect of duty, or deſert of pu- 
niſhment, or need of grace, in the univerſe. 

20 Not what has been ſaid it may appear, that there 
10 uo force in that common plea in the mouths. of ſin- 
ners, namely, That they did not bring their depravit 
upon themſelves, but wete horn with it. If their hearty 
are altogether fintul, they did'nt make them fo, nor is 
it any of their fault; they have only ſuch hearts as were 
given them, without their choice or conſent, —Now in 

uing thus, they evidently view a wicked heart, in 
no other light than as à mere weakneſs, which a man 

would not chooſe, but it is what he cannot help. They 
conſider it as a thing not at all faulty in its own nature; 
Jo that if they are to blame about it, it muſt, be for 
ſomething previous to it, and quite vf another nature. 
Concerning innocent natural infirmities, we juſtly judge 
in the above manner. Thus if a man is ſick, we don't 
blame him for it; we know bodily ſickneſs is no moral 
ö evil. But if we are told the man brought his ſickneſs 
| upon himſelf, by intemperance, or ſome bad conduct, 
| then we fault and condemn him; that was. a moral 

evil, though this is not Now thoſe who make the a- 

dove plea, reaſon juſt in this manner about /in i/ſelf. As 
if it was nosſin, merely to be a inner; or to commit fin 
when one has an inclination to. But that. the bringing 

« fnful diſpoſition upon our ſelves, had we done this, would 
indeed have been a very wicked thing. 

Hxucx it ſeems to many, as if the poor Ginful chil· 
dren-of men, were only. as it were under a. fit of ſick- 
neſs, which Adam brought on himſelf and them; by do- 

ing an evil deed which he might eaſily enough have 4- 
voided, in as — he: v was: 2 holy; but that 
nature ſinners, are 
1 5 cannot be to 


a . * 0 


. 
Vo. 


$I Ps es ES | 


p 110 T = his frf Gn, 11 auly 110 E ki * 
u- ind 5 becauſe that fin. was committed wh | 


Dower; to abſtain all ſin,” That'is'; the ficſt-fin di | 
ot ariſe. from, of conliſt in, any defect n the will ; 


herein conſiſts the Tinfylneſs of it, Adaht di Ph 
1 


hefore he 75 any ificlinationts, 13 8 ile he v 
y enough'inclin'd to the contrary, it is 257 
ad juſt the ſame: excuſe for, his fn, 
ny of ours. Lethis fiſt ſin be pt 
. in aQualiy N ing the forbidden fr wy 802 
ening to any temptatidas to dg itz or. i 5 
atch; or itt whatever ad y one Gn he we in 
doſe it committed while his heart 80 
e did'nt fin without this boaſts NR 'of ERA 
ant ofa moral power to dd other vii. Thus by forks 
hat fin is ig irfelf finful, we are %a to Took: 8 
ing elſe that is 4 not in ſinners, but in pe 
ocent being s! Wears; led to 0 ppb 5s 
apable of Gig? LY blatwe,.. no longer, e 
hey are holy ! 'Wetonceive Adam to blame, Bet 
f the oprigtitneſs: of his heart; and ourſelves blamsſe 
ecauſe out hearts are ſogicked! For in this 4 
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punt; as ar aggravation of Adam's fin, beyond thoſe | 
f his poſterit 


d a | heart. 1 ho this is got Kot ng: "his 
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them, and 5 benin to ſee a difference.” This does ng 
look to them, Juſt as if he was onlylame, and unable 1g 
out of their way.. Nor do they lay the blame upon 
am, but upon the malicious and unrighte6us wretch 
| himſelf. Nor does their being told, it is his very natur 
to be ſo, make them think much the better of him. 
3. Ir the diſtinction now. inſiſted on was well under. 
Nord, and clearly kept in view, it would appear, in like 
manner, that a ſinner's not being able to change his 
own heart, is really notling in his favour. - Here, ſome 
may, be ready to think, is the grand difficulty after all, 
| What they wanted to know, was, nt whether ſinners 
py pe be ble to comply with the goſpel, ot to obey the 
law, if their hearts were good ; but whether it is in 
their power to have ſuch an dea in them. For what 
does it fignify what a man could do, if he had that 
which he has not, and can. by no means obtain ?— Sin- 
ners don't ſee how it is their own fault, that they have 
ſuch bad hearts, and do nothing from gracious princi- 
Ples, provided it is not in their own your to alter chem. 
ſelyes ! in. this reſpect. 

"Now. if a wicked heart was not. 4 nee. Os hea 
thing. of the ſame nature as a weak, head, a bad memo- 
ry, or an infirm conſtitution, this would be the caſe. A 
man. is not to blame for having theſe, provided. he can- 
not help ĩt. But if, a wicked heact is a thing of a crimi- 
nal nature, 4 thing quite different from any ſuch natural 
weakneſſes, then there is no force in the above reaſoning, 
If to have a heart to hate and oppoſe, God and our 
neighboyr, {pc of loving them as we are required, is 
4. moral evil.; a as certainly it is, and the ſum of all mo- 
ral evil ; then to lay a man can t alter ĩn this reſpect, i 
only to ſay he can't help being a moſt vile and thexcu- 
ſable wretch. .- Te be unalterably in love with ſin, does 
not ſurely render one the leſs /nful, but the more ſo. 
Surely the wickeder a man 's heart Is the. more faulty 
and to blame he is. 2 1 
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Bor the, fallacy, whereby ſinners elude their. conſci- 
aces in this matter, lies in a ſecret ſuppoſition. that they 
ould not change their hearts, nor would they be chan-/ 
ved, thaugh they ſhould never ſo ſincerely, and heartily, 
nd uprigbily try to doit; which would indeed be 
rery hard caſe. If a finner honeſtly, and from a truly 
irtuous diſpoſition, tried, to the utmoſt of his natural 
power, to alter his entirely wicked diſpoſition, but it 


= ould'nt alter; he was as bad as ever after all; it would 
me? indeed, that he was in à very pitiable ſituation, . 
all Wot not very faulty. Tea, it would be difficult te ſee 


herein he was af all. to blame, And that ſomething. 
ke this, is the real view which multitudes have af the 
atrer, is very evident. 3 * a 
Ler us put the caſe (as people would have it) that 
aners were, in all reſpects, able to change their own 
earts. Only it muſt take ſome time, a month ſuppoſe ; - 


oc Wed they muſt apply themſelves very diligently, very 
ci. Wicbfully to the work, all that while, in order to act 
m. mplim it. There is a ſinner, however, that neglects 


is opportunity, and ſpends the h ole month in fin, - 
thout ever uſing any means, or making the leaſt at- 
mpt to get a good heart. Is he not to blame now for 


a W's ? Moſt certainly he is. But why ſo? Why ſo l— . 

n. Nees not every one ſee that ſuch careleſneſs in a caſe' 
1i. Ne this, ſuch indifference about becoming good, when 
vas entirely in one's power, muſt be inexcuſable to 

o laſt degree? To continue thus in fin, when there 
or no manner vf neceſſity of it; ſurely this can never 4 


juſtified. —But another ſinner was much better diſ- 
ds'd, He ſeiz'd the favourable opportunity, and ap- 
ed himſelf with the greateſt imaginable dihgence ; * 
d at the month's end, actually became a good man, 


ou, 


os Mo vas be to blame, during this time that he was thus 
©, Wfbfully labouring, and doing all in his power to be- 
17 me good ? By no means. But why not? He had 3 


d heart. Tes, but he did as well as ever he could, not- 
7 5 withſtanding 


Eee 


withſtanding that. No man could have done bett 
 vaderhis eircumſtances. And he was actually of 4 
! diſpoſition, no. longer, than til he could poſſibi 
ot er ways. ] Ps 3 . 1 al 1 7 ' 
17 Inu people would be apt to judge in. ſuch caſes, 
And/this ſhews. what notions men have of ' inability with 
7eferencs fo the ſinner's. changing his heart; and what 
| the reaſon is they. ſay the diſtinction of natural and mg. 
ral ipability Ggnifies nothing. For by whatever name i 
15 called, they will conceive of it as being of the ſame 
nature. If they own it lies in the wicked diſpoſition · d 
che ſinner altogether, yet they don't conceive it lies it 
the diſpoſition he a&s from, but in a great, ugly diſpoſ- 
tion he is alling againſt, but is unable. to overcome. 
They ſuppoſe the inability. he labours under. is ſuch, 
that he may be well diſpos'd, and do well ; yea; that 
be may be diſpos d to do the whole duty of one under 
his eireumſtances, anꝗ actually doit, and yet not be 
able to help being of an entirely depraved and wicked 
diſpoſition. Nor could they find the leaſt ſhadow of an 
excuſe for him, did they not view his caſe in this abſuid 
ght; did they not conſidec bim as faithfully exerting 
himiſelf, with an honeſt and good intention, endeav out 
| ing to become good, but all in vain. + Or at leaſt, did they 
nt ſuppeſe him willing enough to exert himſelf in this 
manner only he knowy jt will Genify. nothing. In this 
a pay, it is that 4 erſe and ſtubbonn will, a wicked and 
unwilling mind, comes to be thought as innocent 4 
ching, and as good an excuſe, as any in the world. It 
is view'd as a mere weakneſs ;- a-thing not inconſiſtęst 
with trying to be holy, but inconſiſtent with being [6 
let one try mevex ſo heartily. Mhieh is the proper not: 
pr of, natural jnability., And to maintain this notion, 
they have. à double meaping to every word. by which 


che abominable thing? Which men are to blame for 
13 $0 ebenen ino they diftioguiſh into vor 


varary, and involuniafy, -nocellery*; and! unheceſug, 
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faulty and faultleſs ones. They etwo. forts yy | 
tel hearts. One t t is rea ly e „and . 
men are to blame; 5 1 755 that ma vicked, 
not really fo at all, a pat ty h is no- m 's BY 
Could they only be fie that 1 
their wicked hearts, wore of the ba ting, 
would be ſtopped. But to 955 a 
upon 8 1s one ot the molt diffic « 
world. bes f wi U affix ſueh ideas v0 eve! 
can' be mad of to expreſi 105 ey) 
mind, as to 12 F innocent = 
dead weight, which, either they male tl 1 | 
as they can under, knowing the mu Ee: 
are ſtriving with all their might to 4 g E 2 
The ſeeking ſinner, at leaſt, 4 wr to 9 bor az ſincere © | 
an inclinatiot to become wu 1. 5 g 17 . „ 
to do his dutyy as a ſick wah, þ 5 : 
es, his defires, and endeaveur 1] are al 


ful in hidi things,” an oF a] Tha 
all blame ſomewhere elſe !- he a N yarn, the 
inclination, the will, are readily. 4 ow' to be altoge · | 
ther wrong; and ſinful, while yet ee! is pu jb meant 
by oll thoſe words, is Rill fi Xe weigh q 3 
and hencs the ſinner can't ſee how, he in wp h mc, Nes 
the very thing for which, alone any one 27 be to bla e. 
is look d upon as his ſufficient excuſe © ag Tein 3 
Thus “e a deceived heart hath. . 4 
he cannot deliver his ſoul, nor ſay, hz the re. not it lin | 
my Sy t hand?» 

z may henee learn, what along. i is ſufficient 21 FY 
convince'a Mad at his utter impotence, does not leſſen 
his obligation in, any meaſure, of afford him the leaſt. - 
cloak: for his ſins, It is only his being made ſenſible 
whit his hoporges realy, ly ang. whetela. 16, e 
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The apoftlc Paul fays, Rom. vii. 8, 9. * Without the 
law fin: was dead. For I was alive without che lay 


once: but when the commandment came, fin reviy. 


ed and I died.” The former of theſe ſituations of the 
apoftle, is that of every ſinner who can't ſee how it is 
poſſible he ſhould be wholly helpleſs, and yer altogether 


inexcuſable, at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
reſpect. He has no juſt conviction of ** the plague of. 
bis own heart,” He is alive, and fin is dead. He 


fees neither his impotence, nor his fin, in a true light, 
If he faw one, he would neceſſarily ſee bo{b. Let an un- 


regenerate ſinner only ſee his rea/ heart, and he will ſee 
that he is helpleſs enough. And let him only ſee hir 


fort of helplefsnefs, and he will never have a thought of 
it's being of the nature of an excuſe. A man never 
finds himſelf utterly helpleſs in this view, utterly unable 
to become good, by reaſon of his actual badneſs, until 


he finds all the bottom ſprings and 1 of action 
within him, are intirely wrong. 


much as intend to do his duty, as duty, and never did. 
That he does not mean well, in any thing he does. This 
makes him ſee that his plowing is ſin, and that all his 


moſt painful religions duties, muſt be an abomination to 


him who leoketh on the heart, and knows what they 


all ſpring from. He fees he has no regard for God's 


glory, cares nothing what becomes of it, if be could but 
be fafe and happy himſelf, He ſees be is dead, and all 


his works are dead wort; ud that he muſt be cre- 
ated à-new, or he ſhall never do any thing as he 


oughr. But does this view of his deadneſs, make him 


at he does not ſo 


— 


. loofe ſight of his finfulneſs and guilt? does he now feel 


himſelf excuſed{and free from blame, becauſe his heart is. 


ſo totally depraved, ſo oppoſite to God and all that is | 


good? No. Sin revives, juſt as faſt as he dies. His 


of fin, His baving ſuch a heart, his being of ſuch a 


temper, that he cay do nothing, can delighs in- W 
8 MES IP ut . 


deadneſs is ſeen to be nothing but the very life and ſoul 


juſtly. If fuch a diſpoſition as he finds himſelf now to be 


but fin, he ſees is the very thing that God's law cons | 
demns him tw everlaſting Burnings for, and that moſt” 


of, would extenuate a creatures guilt,-there is not a devil 
in hell that could ever be damn'd. When a ſinner once | 
ſees what he really is, his helplefneſs and his fan, arg ſfeen'' | 
quite conſiſtent ; and one juſt as great as the other. For | 
indeed, they are one and ibe ſame things 0 

5. From what has been ſaid it may-eafily be ſeen; that 
there is no want of direFiens. proper to be given to ſin- 
ners, but that all the difficulty is, they are not jn a diſ- | 
poſition to regard and follow them. Peepie are always : 
ready to aſk, but after all, what ſhall finners do? can 
you give them any directions how to get out of this 
helpleſs- condition-? is there amy tbin for tbem do, of in 
there not? Now this, however common it is, is cer- 
tainly very impertinent. If it is a fertled point, that 
the caſe with finne rs is, they have no heart to do af 4 | 
thing that is good, people muſt: ftrgnſzly: forget them- <2") 
ſelves to aſk, is there any thing for thetn do? as if all | 
the difficulty lay in'anſwering this queſtion, or in point | 
ing out duty to them! furely there is enough to be done, 
if they would but do it. It is eaſy to giret them to 
the courſe they ought to take; and it would be eafy to 
put them in a way in which they might have great rea- 
ſon, to hope for ſalvation, if they thought it a matter 
worth taking pains about, and were of à teachable ſpi- 
rit, and willing to follow good advice. It is much eafi-: 
er to ſay what they /pauld do, than it is to make them 
willing to do it. They Hh, become ſerious, & thought- 
ful about eternal things. They Huld amend their 
ways and their doings,” which are not good. Ther 
ſhould ** ſearch the ſcriptures,” and take every ated, 
improve every opportunity in their-power, to acquaint 
themſelves with God—and Jeſus Chriſt—the law—the - 
goſpel—and-wirh their own character and ſtate. They | 
ſhould „ cry after knowledge, and lift vp their voice for 
= underſtandidg :” They ſhould ©© ſeek it as fiver, and 
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10 9 fot it n fot # hid creaſe” They hould'tic 3 9 
pe to conviction, and be willing: to know the, ug 
and 40 embrace it'when diſcover'd; - They ſhould not 
cover their ũns, but be ſenſible of, demo Conde 0 
heartily forſake them. They ould; . return utitef the 
Lord“. their Maker and rigtitfulSovereign; ſubmiting ta 
his authority, oning his Fates and accepting fiis grace 
through che Madinror, in 59575 vorts;they 8 SHOULD 
repent, and believe'the goſpe N | 
Fb if tber wilt not Ae det; ner any 8000 di. 
re&ions that can be gives them, who'can 45 1 15 
they Len hs baſk tp alt the counſet of gm, what 
enn the beſt counſel do them? If they will not 
| A cally of the goſpel, will not come unto 
{ Chriſt chat. the) have life ; will do nothing” 0 
5 38 'by.perſans' in their circumſtances; -t * f 
— b,abfoluitclynohelpfortiiem: ünleſs God himſelf inter- 
poſesz and e ie them, 10 Will and xe do, of kis l 
46 iſare Mien K | 
2 * to What has been faid; there arte bd 
reaſondble «bjection agiinft God's giving no encourage- 
ments of falvatipn; du lower terms than an actual com- 
pliance with the 1 Many are ready to ſay, if there 
are 10 promiſes for cotragements -arfiountitg: ro the 
ſame ng) on a terms” ſhort af ſaving” faith, God is 
not in Cn his propoſals to "ſinners; and not 
treat them well; but rather crifles with and mocks then! ' 
in their miſery z for he knows that no unregenerate ſin- 
ner can come up tofnck terms, any more that he cal b 
make's world: Hut according to what has bern ſaid, if 
finnerswere but in carneff thim/tvc; about their: falvati- 
on,; if were diſpodd to rat Col ulli und not to 
mork and trifle with bi, there would be ao difficulty. in 


* 
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the caſe. There wert naturdl.; its in the way of 
our Sbtsining ſab vation. But Chriſt has removed every 
thing of his e. Hk. has paid the 


belag ck 5. ne coul ever 124 p 


258 Fnprovenent. 63 


ind has wrought out an al: perfect ighteouſhels for out 
juſtißcation, which mere creatures, havin * .tranſs 
xreſsid, could never do. And ao. he ſays, 40 Aſk; - 
© and it ſhall be given you: i. and - ye ll fad: | 
+ Knack, and it of be opened unto you. 1 601 very 
« one that aſketh, receiveth ;, and- he that thi 
« Gndeth.; and to him that knoc eth, it e be 6995 5 
* ed.“ Paſt ſins are ne bar in phe \ 5 for there 1 
. a fountain ſes open,” not only f udah a 
« ruſalem,” but for all the world &@ — — * 
« fin and from uneleanneſz.“ The greateſt unyorth 
zeſs is no objection ; for the invitation is, . Ho, eve 
« one that thirfterh, come ye to the waters, and he 
„ that hath no, money 3 come buy and eat, yea, come, 
; buy wine and milk, without money, and .withou 
price. Mboſocver will, let hit come, an ke t 
water of life freely.” Sinners you. 7 758 cally, b 
air an opportunity for life, according to the vole 165 
robationers can poſſibly have; as full a price in. youp 
ands; as your heafts can poſſibly 2 re, : 2 
s nothing on earth; there is ee 9 all the de- 
tees of heayen ; there is JEN in al the malice | 
nd power of hell, that can e ou ſalvation, i 
ou don't hinder it yourſelves, Nor need you be 
iſcouraged by reaſon of any bad diſpofltion brought 
pon you by Adam, whick you. are heartil y, ſorry, 
and would be glad to git rid of, but cant. For 
e Seon Adam is able to help you in this, - well 25 
ther reſpects; and will ds it in 4 moment, If you. it 
e leaſtd ally defire it; The very thing hecam 
dr Was lo Be way oor ſin, the power, as well as the guilg 
| it; and 1o ſave whoever wants to be thug ſaved. 
kis was the very reaſon his name, was called Feſus.) 
for need you imagine, that you muſt lay out, all, your - 
a ſtreagrh facſt, and de all that can, reaſonably. be - 
quired e one under your. eircutaſtasces; and then 
* e an e of being, ſaved ef. Ta. 
' ter 
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ere the bible c WM 8 —11 ſets reaſon, and ſcrip- 
ae, divine juſtice, and divine grace, in a quite con- 
ſtent view; whereas without it, I apprehend they 
muſt forever appear irreconcilable.—It leads good men 
0 ſee chat human infirmities and imperfections, art 
not fuch comfortable extenuations of guilt, as they are 
metimes ready to make of them. — all their erat 
infirmity, all their want of 4. 2 feed bal intſs, is intirel7 
ther own fault; and what ought to be 
bimbled for, and go metratnd under all their days 
it ſhows ſinners, that their perdition is really a. 
together of themſelves: That all ground of diſcour- 
agement in their caſe, is their own badneſs. And nor 
their unworthineſs, neither, but merely cheir anwilling - 7 
neſs to be made clean. That this indeed makes their 
eaſe deſperate, from every other quarter but the unco- 
yenanted grace of Sod. In themſelves, or from any 
wing that man can ſay or do, “ there is no hope. No, 
+ for they have loved ſtrangers, and after dem they 
2 will go.“ And as to changing the hearts of ſuch, 
God has reſerved it as the ſovereign prerogative of the 
throne of his grate, to “ have mercy on whom he 
i will have mercy, and compaſſion on whom he will 
6 have compaſſion. „At adminiſters not fo much com- 
fort, ingeed, to ſinners in their i impenitence and unbe- 
lief, as they would be glad to haye. But in this awful 
conditiòn, they have generally comfort enough, and too 
much in all reaſon. To kill their felf-righteous hopet, 
and let them ſee their guilt and danger, their utter 
helpleſneſs, and yet entire inexculablenels, i is the kind. 
eſt thing that can be. done for them.. | 84 
As to the toundation there is for the diſtin&tion * 
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* .This, however, is the grand of l 
aid it does no good, it comes to the ſame thing when all is 
laid. Tue foder' is as. helpleſs, 20d is ablblutely dependent on 
trace, if his inability lies in nd di on, as if aoy thidg elſe was 
munter with him” "Fot «wickid' ire dit en fen ſhut a man out 
A heaven; if be is left to f, us U e 1 


* WF. The Improvement. 
1. W᷑ have ſeen the Bible 35 as expreſs and ſoll. in my 
ing the difference fuppoſed, as it is in any thing. We 
ave ſeen that all the heart, ſou], mind and ſtrength; 
at is,” a perfeftly willing and faithful exertion'of 2 
aur faculties, however enfeebled they are, is all tha 
Foo "requires of 1s in his perfect law. Nor is there 
| ſingle inſtanee of à natural impoſſibility's being re. 
greg of any man, in all the ſacred records. Nor is i 
once intimated, that natural impoſſibjlities. might. juſth 
5 tequired-of us, becauſe our natural powers were im. 
Paired by the fall. But, on the other hand, we have 
een that the moſt abſolute neral impoſſibilities are re- 
quired of all men, without the leaſt jcruple, as if then 
wis ho kind of difficulty in them. _That-a perfect heart 
and a perfett life, are as much required of men now, at 
it they were not fallen creatures; and -required of the 
greateft ſinner, as much as of the beſt ſajnt,,* No pecu- 
| har proviſo's are made, in fayour of even the moſt 2. 
pandon'd. Nor is it once intimated, any where in ſeri 
ture, that the reaſon why men may be required to in 
that whicd is lawful and right; tho? it is contrary to their 
Meow. 4 Rn to, 1 inclination 
and by their firſt expreſons one would think ſaw the. difference, wi 
et ſuppoſe, after 241, that the'terms of ſalyation muſt be level io 'the 
arts ot men; or that ſomething muſt be done, whereby fine may be 
faved, notvnhſtaadiog their moral impotence, 'Fhat thipgs muſt - not 
be Icft-fo; that eren his own infquities ſhall. take the wicked himſelh 
and he ſhall be 4o/den in the cords of his fins.” — To ay that if fal. 
vation is. offered to all who heartily deſire and chuſe it, and ſo truly alk 
for it, it is offered an the loweſſ terms, is' therefore treated with contempt; 
and it is teplied,* then' we may well ſay, wo to the. ſinnet whoſe confi 
dence in his own ſincerity fails bim. If a mas has net this hearty det 
_ Gre; aud eat create it'in himſelf. be is in a deplorable candition.. Ac: 
\ Eordingly the ſcriptures ate ranſaek d for encouragemeots, if pot promi- 
ſes, to ſompthipg-lower.thad aſking + for ſalvation; gr being williog to 
have it, Avg the totally depraved heart, is carcfolly fopaded, to fod 
ground for doings that ate nf u, tho! altogethes, ungoly. That 
upon theſe better fort. of daholy doings, on ene ſide, and thoſe en 
couragements on the ether, a bijdgt may be byilt\ over all impoſſibili- 
dies of cvery kind ſo that po fio rl be io 4 deplorable condition, by 
reaſon of big moral depravity. But every, che may get tp hegrep, in /pite of 
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inclination, is becauſe Adam did that wifich was unlaws . | 
ful ard wrong, contrary 0 bis inclination. Or that all . 
the reaſon why a wicked heart, is not intirely innocent, 
and a good excuſe,is becauſe man brought it upen him- 
ſelf, by his on folly and wickedneſs, before he had an 
thing of it. We haye ſeen, that the way our Saviou 
took to convince men, their rejection ef him and his goſ- 
| was their ſin, was by ſhewing them, it could proceed 
tom nothing but the badneſs of their hearts} and not 
by leading them to believe it was primarily owing to 4 
mere denke or diſorder in. their anderſtandings, occaſi - 
oned by tho original fall. He readily admitted that if 
men were blind, or if they had not ſufficient means of 
information and conviction, their unbeliet would be no 
Gn. Bur when he could prove to them that it could 
be owing to nothing but their hating. the light, beca 
their deeds were evil, this he ſuppos'd fairly implied 
their condemnation, and left them no cloak for their 
fk. Nor does it appear that ary unhelievers in thoſe 
times, had refin'd ſo far as to reply in their own vindi- 
cation, that they could not help hating the light, becauſe 
their hearts were evil. This Gems to be acloak for un- 
belief, of a more modern invention. 
2. We have ſeen that common ſenſe, moſt readily and 
fully gives in to ſuch a difference as this, in all common 
caſes ; in every ſuppoſable caſe in which the vindication 
of our own character is not concerned. Yea in caſes - 
where men are moſt intereſted, and moſt ftraitned for & 
plea in their own juſtification, they rarely think of plead* 
ing a bad intention, and a very wigked heart. If a man, 
when queſtion'd for a ſuppoſed faulty action, can fhew 
that it was an overſight, and not owing to any ill deſign ; 
or if he can make appear; that he had not opportunity 
or capacity, to do better than he did; theſe, are always 
allow'd to be things to his porpoſe. But it is rare that 
any one undertakes to excuſe himſelf, as. to any -injuri- 
ous eonduRt, or omiſſion of duty, with reſpect to his fel- 
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tural capacity, in.regard to exculing men, are intirol 
different thiggs. 
3. Wr haveſcen, that regſe diſcoyers a juſt  founda- 
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men's ating or not acting, according to their own dif- 
poſition and choice, I ſubjects then to a fatal 
neceſſity, a neceſſity of acting otherways than they would 
chuſe, or whether they will or no. Reaſon plainly teach- 
es, that things done under that neceſſity which ariſes 


925 7 
That only talking away moral neceffity, the neceffity of "'s 


from our own hearts, and that which is againſt ' them, 


— 


I are juſt as different, as things in which we are the a- 
ing gents, and things in-which we are not :—Juſt as differs 
252 ent as Peter's girding himſelf when he was young, and 
avi- going whither he would, and his being girded after- 
h is WW wards, and carried whether he would not :—Juſt as dif- 
hey ferent as a man's wilfully murdering himſelf, and his be- 


heir ing murdered by another, in ſpits of all he could do in 
1ot his own defence. We have 

ind neſs excuſes a perſon in being unholy, and if a difpoſit- 
a on to fan chonks a perſon in ſinning, then every un 
es _—__ every ſinner in the univerſe, is perfectly exc 

nd e. a | | 

al. Tuvs if ſcripture, reaſon, and common - ſenſe, all eoncur- 
Fr ring in the fulleſt manner, can confirm any thing, an e- 
ng ſential difference betwixt natural and moral inability, 
; the inability which ariſes from our own hearts, and that 
* Nas from any other quarter, is moſt fully confirmed. 


of or can any one ſay that theſe two kinds of cart, come 
of to the ſame thing, as ts excuſing men, without contra- 
ls WW victing the bighe/t degree, of every kind of evidence we can 


have, of any moral truth. He that hath an ear, let 
him hear.“ | : 3 
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s AGE rt. line 3 for internal, read in/ernal. p. 29.1. 14. for ine 
l I fupportably, read in/upporteble. p. 47. J. 6. from bottom, fas 
1 Productions, r. Ve, was p- 56. I. 13. from bot. for not, r. 8. p. 

63. 4. 19. for 
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